Environmental Quality Advisory Board
Regular Meeting Minutes
April 6th, 2017 DRAFT

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY BOARD
Regular Meeting Agenda
May 4, 2017
6:00 PM
Municipal Building, City Manager’s Conference Room

1. Call to Order
2. Introduction of EQAB Members and recognition of visitors
3. Approval of the Agenda, Announcements, and Citizen Input
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Review and approval of Minutes of the April 6, 2017 Regular Meeting
5. Speaker- David Vandergriff, Arborist and past president of  Knoxville Tree Board
6. Unfinished Business
a) Discussion of Memo from City Staff concerning the Tree Plan
b) Assignment of Goals for 2017
c) CAP Status Report preparation from Working Meeting
d) Reports or Upcoming Events (SSAB, ORRCA, KACB, TCWP, etc.)
a. KACB Great American Cleanup event, Melton Lake – Saturday May 6th

7. New Business
1.) Discussion on the Emerald Ash Borer by Electric Department Director Jack Suggs.
8. Adjournment

1.  Call to Order:  The regular meeting of the Environmental Quality Advisory Board (EQAB) was held at the Municipal Building Conference Room.  The meeting convened at 6:04pm with Chairwoman Rhonda Bogard presiding. 
2. Introduction of EQAB Members and recognition of visitors
a. Members in attendance: Robert Kennedy, Bruce Applegate (Staff Liaison), Gray Dean, Adithyan Sujithkumar, Kaela O’Dell, Rhonda Bogard, Jianqiu Zheng, Tripp Chinn, Jan Lyons
b. Members Absent: 
c. Non-member guests: Marion Berger
3. Approval of the Agenda, Announcements, and Citizen Input
a. Kaela O’Dell added “Earth Day” to New Business (Line 6).
b. Motion to approve the agenda was made by Robert Kennedy, and seconded by Kaela O’Dell. Motion passed.
4. Review and approval of Minutes from Dec 1, 2016 Regular Meeting: 
a. Robert Kennedy motioned to approve the minutes, Gray Dean seconded. Motion passed.
5. Unfinished Business
a. City Blue Print Items for EQAB: EQAB was provided a listing of citizen comments received during the City Blue Print meeting relating to the Livability and Beautification of Oak Ridge.  The City has requested that we respond by identifying and addressing the comments that we will be providing input on.  This information will be used by the Planning Commission to establish a vision for the future of Oak Ridge. EQAB will review and consolidate the citizen comments that apply to their area of responsibility.    This document will be drafted by Ronnie, sent out for comment and finalized at the working meeting.  It will then be distributed by Bruce to the City. It was noted that many comments align with the Tree Plan.
b. Review of 2016 Goals and Goal Setting for 2017: Ronnie informed and updated about the Goals list, past and present for EQAB and the Tree Plan.  In 2016, EQAB put most of its energy into creating a Tree Plan for the City.  There were some community outreach projects, including the Pat Imperato Tree Workshop and a Tree Planting event. Future goals include securing grant funding for tree maintenance and planting within the City, as well as addressing what happens to trees that are within a land transfer organization’s hands. Robert mentioned that EQAB played a significant role in the ESCO selection process.  There was also discussion on potential for improving recycling in the city and potential for stream clean-up.  These goals would primarily include recruiting volunteers for clean-up.  There is also potential to partner with students from ORHS for recycling at school sporting events. Goals also include reviewing comments from a memo about the Tree Plan, and making the appropriate changes when necessary.
c. CAP Status Report and Preparation from Working Meeting: Bruce, Ronnie, and Robert attended and planned out how they would draft a 5-year status document on the CAP.  Adithyan will also be participating.  
d. Reports: Marion Burger informed that there is a Garlic Mustard Pull event each year (sponsored by Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning) that would reduce this invasive species in the area.  This is a volunteer effort and will be held April 8th. EQAB members are encouraged to support this event.
6. New Business: 
a. Earth Day is on April 22nd and is in memory of Pat Imperato.  EQAB members are volunteering for the Erase Your Trace Recycling event from 10am until 3pm in the ORAU parking lot.   Ronnie will contact Mary Saethre with the names of volunteers and shifts.
b. Work session was established for April 20th at 6pm with the focus being the Blueprint comments and assigning priorities for 2017.   
7. Action Items: Ronnie will draft a response to the City from the Blueprint Comments and distribute to Bruce for edits. 
8. Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Kaela O’Dell
04/06/2017

