
Oak Ridge Police Department

Telephone:  (865) 425-4399

FAX:  (865) 425-3607

Email:  orpd@cortn.org
Dear Ride-Along Participant:


Thank you for inquiring about the Oak Ridge Police Department’s Ride-Along program.  The Oak Ridge Police Department is continuously striving for improved cooperation and understanding between the citizens and area law enforcement.  The Ride-Along program is an important part of this effort, and we sincerely hope that if you choose to ride-along, that you will do everything possible to help us improve this cooperation and understanding.


Before you begin your ride-along experience, there are three extremely important items that must be accomplished:

[image: image1.png]



1. You must read the attached information carefully and fill out completely the attached waiver form.  This form releases the City of Oak Ridge from any liability during your ride-along.

2. A background check will be completed

3. When you report to the Police Station for your ride-along, you must wear clothing that is neat, clean and suitable for the season and the weather conditions.  NO JEANS PLEASE…
These are very important items and there will be no exceptions to the above.

One last reminder before you decide whether to participate in this Ride-Along program, you will be under the direction of your ride-along officer.  This officer has many years of experience as a police officer and he/she is aware of the potential dangers involved in being in a patrolling squad car.  The verbal directions that are given to you during your ride-along must be followed explicitly.  Be prepared to follow his/her instructions.


Your interest is important to us, and we hope you will have a good learning experience.  All of us at the Oak Ridge Police Department wish you a good ride.  To make things more interesting and beneficial, it is suggested that the rider participant should have a series of questions prepared.
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POLICY: RIDE-ALONG

I. Purpose and General Policy:
A. The purpose of the limited program by which citizens may ride along with officers on duty is to increase understanding between officers and citizens. Officers can use the period of the Ride-Along to learn how they are viewed by citizens. Riders can increase their awareness of law enforcement needs, problems and operations.

COMMENT: The program covered by this policy is one specific area of community relations. Ride-Alongs are supported as a means of increasing communications with the community.

II. Citizen Riders: 

A. Persons 18 years and older wishing to participate in the program will address a letter of request to the Chief, identifying themselves (full name), with address, date of birth, the dates on which they wish to ride, and their particular interests in law enforcement. Also, include name of guardian and phone number. The Chief will respond with a riding assignment on a first come, first served, basis. Persons studying Criminal Justice or engaged in Criminal Justice Research will be given priority.

B. Riders will report to the officer in charge on the date assigned. They will carry identification, including doctor and hospital of preference, the nature of any medical problems, and the name of the person to be notified in case of emergency.  
C. Since riders are often taken by other citizens to be members of the Department, certain rules of appearance are necessary.  Riders will dress in neat and clean clothing, including street shoes.  Riders should bring clothing suitable for the season and weather conditions.
D. Each rider will be briefed by the officer in charge on the hazards and dangers involved, and will be required to sign the attached waiver, which indicates that the person assumes the risk involved in the ride.

E. The rider shall at all times be under the direction of the officer with whom he/she rides.

F. Only one rider will be allowed in each car.  No more than two cars will have riders at any one time, (this being the exception).  An attempt will be made to limit one rider to a shift of duty.

COMMENT:  Citizen Identification will be provided by the Police Department that will help identify the rider as a visitor.

III. Officer's Responsibility:
A. When an officer is assigned a citizen rider, the officer will use the opportunity to fully acquaint the citizen with the range of police problems and responsibilities. The officer is urged to conduct an orientation tour of the police facility and the police vehicle prior to calling in service. Officers will attempt to expose the citizen to law enforcement work without putting the citizens into a hazardous situation and without allowing the citizen to participate in carrying out police duties.
B. When assigned a rider, an officer will immediately make known to the officer in charge any unusual assignments for that day which could present a hazard beyond normal risk. The officer in charge will then find other means to complete the ride, or the officer will ask the citizen to return on another day.

COMMENT: "Hazard beyond normal risk" refers to the likelihood that, even for law enforcement, the assignment is unusually hazardous. In addition, such a hazard should not be remote: there is always the chance that someone receiving a summons will resort to violence, but that chance is remote. This paragraph is not a means of avoiding riders, but a means of protecting them.

C. During the course of a ride, if the officer or citizen decides that a danger is present to the citizen, the officer will discontinue the ride.  The officer may also discontinue a ride if continuing it would threaten the officer's safety or substantially interfere with the discharge of police duties. When discontinuing, the officer shall notify the dispatcher and attempt to provide either immediate transportation to the station or shelter until transportation can be obtained
D. Each rider is advised that should they interfere with the officer's performance of his/her duties or fail to follow the officer's directions in such a way that it interferes with the officer's performance of his/her duties that the rider can be subject to prosecution for such interference.

COMMENT: Riders should not be shielded too carefully from law enforcement activities since experiencing them is probably the reason for the ride. However, riders should not be participating in enforcing the law unless requested to do so by the officer.

E. Riders will be discontinued whenever the rider does any of the following:

1. Interferes with the officer.

2. Attempts to influence the officer's discretion.
3. Other gross violations of good judgment.

All riders will alter the normal discharge of the officer's duties and therefore "interfere" with them. However, when a rider acts in such a manner that will substantially interfere, the officer should give one clear warning that the behavior will not be tolerated. If the behavior persists, the ride should be discontinued.

The final decision on discontinuing a ride will have to be the officer's. In most cases, simply making a high speed run with proper emergency warning signals is not enough to discontinue unless the citizen wishes to stop. The officer will have to weigh the law enforcement objective, the danger to the citizen in continuing, (as in the middle of winter on slippery roads), and the citizen's attitude. When in doubt, the decision should always give maximum protection to the citizen.

THIS ORDER HAS BEEN APPROVED BY:

Alan R. Massengill, Deputy Chief of Police

RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT
Whereas, the undersigned has voluntarily requested to ride as a passenger in the Police Department vehicles of the City of Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and to accompany police officers of said City while engaged in performance of their duties, to study and observe for his or her own benefit the functions and operations of the Oak Ridge Police Department and its personnel; and

Whereas, the undersigned desires to do so at his/her own risk and fully recognizing the possible and inherent danger to his/her person and property resulting therefrom; and

Whereas, the City of Oak Ridge does not wish to be liable for any damages arising from personal injuries and/or property damage sustained;

Now, therefore, in consideration of the premises and other good and valuable consideration, the undersigned does hereby, for himself or herself, his wife, (or her husband), heirs, executor or administrator, and personal representatives:

a. assume full responsibility for any personal injury or damage to his/her person or property which may occur, directly or indirectly, while in, on or about any such Police Department vehicle, the Police Department premises or any part thereof at the Oak Ridge Municipal Building, or while accompanying any police officer of the City of Oak Ridge while in the performance of their duties;

b. fully and forever release and discharge the City of Oak Ridge, its agents, officers, and employees, from any and all claims, demands, damages, rights of action, or causes of action, present or future, whether the same be known, anticipated, or unanticipated, resulting from or arising out of the undersigned's being in, on or about any such police department vehicle, or at any or all of the premises and places aforesaid, or while accompanying any police officer of the City of Oak Ridge as aforesaid;

c. agree to indemnify and hold harmless the City of Oak Ridge, its agents, officers, and employees, for any acts or conduct of the undersigned or whatever kind of nature whatsoever, while in, on or about any such police department vehicle, or at all of the premises and places aforesaid, or while accompanying any such officer as aforesaid;

d. agree to defend and to pay any costs or attorney's fees as a result of any action brought by or against the City of Oak Ridge, its agents, officers, and employees, for any acts or conduct of the undersigned of whatever kind or nature whatsoever, while in, on or about any such police department vehicle, or at any or all of the premises and places aforesaid, or while accompanying any such police officer as aforesaid:
e. state that he or she is as of the date of execution hereof, of the age of 18 years (eighteen years) or older; and
f. agree that it is the intent of the undersigned that this Release and Indemnity Agreement be in full force and effect any time after the execution hereof.
APPLICATION TO RIDE-ALONG


I, (print name) __________________________________ have read, understand, and agree to follow the above rules and guidelines pertaining to the Oak Ridge Police Department Ride-Along Program.


Signature (if under 18, signature of parent)


Date

Street Address:   _________________________________________________________

City:  _______________________    State:  __________________    Zip:  ___________

Phone Number:  __________________   __________________   __________________

                 (Home) 

        (Work) 


 (Cell)

Email Address:  __________________________________________________________

Date of Birth:  ____ / ____ / ____      Age:  ______      Sex:  M / F      Race:  __________ 

Driver License No.:  ​________________   Social Security No.:  ______ - _____ - ______

Occupation or School:  ______________________________________
	I would prefer to ride:



Days  (7am-7pm)


Nights  (7pm-7am)

	I would like to ride with

a particular officer:     



Name of Officer 


IN CASE OF EMERGENCY NOTIFY


Name:  ______________________________________

Phone Number:  __________________   __________________   __________________

                 (Home) 

        (Work) 


 (Cell)

Address:  _______________________________________________________________

Relationship to Rider:  __________________________
Rider’s Physician:  _____________________________

Rider’s Hospital Preference:   _______________________________________________

Records Check Completed By:  _______________________     Date:  ____ / ____ / ____

The above Citizen has been:  Approved / Denied           By:   _______________________
RIDE-ALONG PROGRAM EVALUATION SHEET
RIDER’S NAME:      ___________________________________

OFFICER’S NAME:  ___________________________________

DATE:  ____ / ____ / ____
TIME RIDE BEGAN:  ______________ am / pm
TIME RIDE ENDED:  ______________ am / pm 



     (Minimum – 2 hours)
RIDER’S COMMENTS
POLICE OFFICER’S COMMENTS
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