OAK RIDGE BOARD OF BUILDING
AND HOUSING CODE APPEALS

MINUTES

DATE:


January 11, 2007

LOCATION:

Municipal Building Training Room

PRESIDING:

John Russell

PRESENT:
Michael Brown, Meredith Hunter, Joseph Lee III, John Russell, Marion “Ted” Satterfield, Amy Seiber

ALSO PRESENT:
Kathryn Baldwin, Community Development Director; Kenneth R. Krushenski, City Attorney; Kay Littlejohn, Staff Representativ; Tim Ward, Community Development Division Manager

ABSENT:
Bruce Leforce, M.D.

Mr. Russell made a motion that the minutes of the meeting held December 14, 2006 be approved as submitted.  Mr. Lee seconded the motion.

Unfinished business:
Per the Board’s request, Ken Krushenski attended the meeting to further clarify the Board’s authority and its options regarding properties declared unfit for human occupation or use, when ownership is in question.  He stated that establishing ownership is necessary prior to moving to demolish a distressed property.  Using recent Case No. 06-07 as an example, he pointed out that during preliminary searches, no trustee was discovered in the owner’s bankruptcy proceedings.  
Should this unusual circumstance occur again, Mr. Krushenski stated that the city would be able to hire a title attorney to submit a title opinion in order to offer protection to the city for any action taken.  Once the city has a release from the lender associated with the property in question, the Board will legally be able to demolish or otherwise rehabilitate the property.

The Board discussed the payout structure in the event of a tax sale of a distressed property.  Mr. Krushenski pointed out that taxes would be paid first, with the remainder of the proceeds, if any, being distributed among creditors and lienholders.  The city could file a lien against the property for any work performed. Mr. Brown asserted that the cost of public safety was more important than recouping costs of demolition.
There being no new business or communications, the meeting adjourned at 3:25 PM.

_________________________

Meredith Hunter

Secretary
