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Kay Littlejohn, Staff Representative

ABSENT:
Michael Brown, Marion “Ted” Satterfield
Dr. Leforce moved to approve the minutes of the January 11, 2007 minutes.  Ms. Hunter seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
Unfinished business:

Kay Littlejohn stated that City Attorney Ken Krushenski is waiting on another piece of evidence from the bankruptcy court in order to ascertain whether the Board can request a release of 121 Jonathan Lane, the property listed in Case No. 06-07, in order to carry out demolition of the structure.

The following case was reviewed:

Case No. 07-01
John Cotts, 115 Jonathan Lane, is requested to give an explanation for not complying with the City’s Property Maintenance Code (Section 303.2 Protective Treatment).
Kay Littlejohn, Code Enforcement Inspector, stated that she has dealt with Mr. Cotts for two years regarding the need to paint his house.  In the past, money was regularly cited as the reason for noncompliance.  In August, 2006, she suggested that he contact Tim Cochran to apply for free repair with AFDAC, which he failed to do.
Mr. Cotts called Ms. Littlejohn on February 5, 2007, to report that due to his work in Louisville, KY, he would be unavailable to appear before the Board.  When she again asked why he had failed to comply with the City code, he stated that he intends to replace the siding on his house and was concerned about asbestos during shingle removal.  He requested that the deadline for compliance be extended until spring.

The Board discussed whether he still lives in Oak Ridge and whether the house was vacant.  Ms. Littlejohn stated that the utilities are still on and the same vehicle has been parked at the property.  Mr. Russell stated that Mr. Cotts showed no motivation to remedy the violations.  Dr. Leforce added that the state of the neighborhood affects the urgency of remediation, and that if it were the sole blight on the area, the Board should take action faster.
In reviewing the property’s file, the Board learned that various violations date back to 1992.  

Ms. Hunter made a motion to accept the city’s recommendation of a June 1, 2007 deadline for compliance, after which time the matter would be turned over to City Court.  Ms. Seiber seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Lee requested clarification of the process.  Ms. Littlejohn stated that a judge would order Mr. Cotts to comply, but would give him a reasonable timeline for completion.  The judge might also choose to fine him up to $50 per day of noncompliance.

New business:

Ms. Littlejohn informed the Board that a special meeting might be called regarding installing sprinklers in a building scheduled for demolition.  The meeting would require a four-member quorum in order to convene.

The meeting adjourned at 3:43 PM.

_________________________

Meredith Hunter

Secretary

