OAK RIDGE BOARD OF BUILDING

AND HOUSING CODE APPEALS

MINUTES

DATE:


March 8, 2007

LOCATION:

Municipal Building Training Room

PRESIDING:

Bruce Leforce, M.D.

PRESENT:
Meredith Hunter, Joseph Lee III, Bruce Leforce, M.D., John Russell, Amy Seiber

ALSO PRESENT:
Kay Littlejohn, Staff Representative; Denny Boss, Code Enforcement Supervisor; Laura Davis, Oak Ridge Fire Department

ABSENT:
Michael Brown, Marion “Ted” Satterfield

Mr. Russell moved to approve the minutes of the February 8, 2007 minutes.  Ms. Seiber seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Case No. 07-02
John Sari (Landmark Property Management), 289 Royce Circle, is requesting a variance to Section 601.6 Maintenance of the Standard Fire Prevention Code.

Landmark Property Management, the property’s owner, intends to demolish the structure at 289 Royce Circle, formerly known as Monticello Apartments.  Section 601.6 of the Standard Fire Prevention Code requires proper maintenance of sprinkler systems at all times, regardless of whether the property is occupied or vacant.

John Stiltner of Rehab Builders, Inc. appeared before the Board on behalf of the owner’s general contractor.  Mr. Stiltner gave the Board the timeline for demolition: asbestos abatement begins March 12, demolition begins March 19, and should take four days to complete.  Due to the imminence of demolition, the owners do not wish to repair the failed sprinkler system.  

Denny Boss and Laura Davis stated that they support the request, provided that the owner cover all exterior doors and windows with plywood and wood screws, post No Trespassing signs in at least two places per wall area, and commence demolition prior to March 31, 2007.  As of the meeting, signage and plywood was already in place.  Ms. Davis stressed to the Board that code requirements did apply to vacant structures and the mitigating factor was the impending demolition.  The city does not want to set a precedent for circumventing code, but is satisfied with the steps Landmark has taken to keep trespassers out and recognizes that demolition is scheduled in advance of the city’s deadline.  

Mr. Russell moved to accept the city’s recommendation to allow the variance based on the aforementioned stipulations.  Ms. Seiber seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

New Business:

Ms. Littlejohn informed the Board that the case regarding 121 Jonathan would be revisited.  The owners of the property received her letter, as did the new trustee of the property.  Ken Krushenski will send a letter to the mortgage company to request a release of the property, at which time the city will seek demolition of the structure.

Additionally, a developer building a storage facility near Home Depot has written a letter requesting a variance because of how close together the units are to be constructed.

These cases will be heard during the April 2007 meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 3:24 PM.

_________________________

Meredith Hunter

Secretary

