OAK RIDGE BOAD OF BUILDING

AND HOUSING CODE APPEALS

MINUTES

DATE:                          April 10, 2008
LOCATION:                   Municipal Building Training Room

PRESIDING:                 Bruce Leforce, M.D.

PRESENT:                    Michael Brown, Joseph Lee III, Bruce LeForce, M.D., John Russell, Amy Seiber, Aaron Wells
ALSO PRESENT:          Kay Littlejohn, Staff Representative, Tim Cochran, City of Oak Ridge

ABSENT:                      Marion "Ted" Satterfield
 

Ms. Littlejohn took roll.

Ms.Littlejohn presented minutes from the February 14, 2008 meeting. Mr. Russell moved to approve the minutes. Mr. Brown seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Unfinished Business

None

Hearing of Cases:
Case No. 08-02
       Frank Kilpatrick, 105-107 N. Walker Lane, violation to Sections 302.7 Accessory Structures, 302.4 Weds, 304.4 Stairs and Walking Surfaces, 303.7 Roof, and 303.13 Windows, Skylights and Door Frames,  of the Oak Ridge Property Maintenance Code.   
 

Mr. Tim Cochran, City of  Oak Ridge presented his Case Summary for 105-107 North Walker Lane. He has received no further information from the owner of this property. There have been no services connected to this property since 1999. 

Mr. Lee made a motion that the structure at 105-107 North Walker Lane be declared unfit for human occupation or use under the City Code 9-223-9-225 and that the structure be declared a nuisance under City Code 9-226. Mr. Brown seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Mr. Lee made a motion that the structure at 105-197 North Walker Lane be ordered vacated and demolished and all environmental violations be abated within 60 days. Mr. Brown seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Case No. 08-03 

Betty Jean Jude, 110-112 Bettis Lane, violation to Sections 303.2 Protective Treatment, 303.7 Roofs and Drainage, and 303.6 Exterior Walls, of the Oak Ridge Property Maintenance Code.

Mr. Tim Corchran, City of Oak Ridge, presented his Case Summary for 110-112 Bettis Lane. He also presented a response from the owner. Ms. Jude requested more time to repair property since she is unemployed and has no funds at this time to invest in this property.

This is a rental property and currently 112 Bettis Lane is rented. Mr. Brown expressed concerns for the safety of the tenant in the front section of the duplex since the rear unit is in such bad repair. Mr. Russell asked if an interior inspection had been done at this property and Mr. Cochran said no that the City has had no reason to enter the interior of the property but the back wall is collapsing and there is a tarp placed over the roof. 

Mr. Lee made a motion that the structure at 110-112 Bettis Lane be declared unfit for human occupation or use under the City Code 9-223-9-225 and the structure be declared a nuisance under City Code 9-226. Mr. Brown seconded.

Mr. Russell expressed concern that no interior inspection had been performed. Mr. Brown voted yes. Mr. Lee voted yes. Dr. LeForce voted yes. Ms. Seiber voted yes. Mr. Wells abstained. Mr. Russell voted no.

Motion passed with four yes votes, one no vote and one abstain.

Mr. Lee made a motion that the structure at 110-112 Bettis Lane be ordered vacated and demolished and all environmental violations be abated within 60 days. Mr. Brown seconded. 

Mr. Lee expressed concern over absentee landlords not maintaining or aggressively resolving problems with rental properties. 

Mr. Brown voted yes. Mr. Lee voted yes. Dr. LeForce voted yes. Mr. Russell voted yes. Ms. Seiber voted yes. Mr. Wells abstained. Motion passed with five yes votes and one abstain.

            
New Business

Mr. Aaron Wells was introduced as a new board member.

Communications and Miscellaneous Business

None
Old Business

None.

The meeting adjourned at 3:50 PM.

________________________________

Amy Seiber

Secretary

