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OAK RIDGE BOAD OF BUILDING

AND HOUSING CODE APPEALS

MINUTES
DATE:

June 12, 2008

LOCATION:
Municipal Building Training Room

PRESIDING:
Bruce Leforce, M.D.

PRESENT:
Joseph Lee III, Bruce LeForce, M.D., John Russell, Amy Seiber, Aaron Wells

ALSO

PRESENT:
Kay Littlejohn - Staff Representative, Tim Ward, Ken Krushenski, Denny Boss, James O’Connor, Joseph J. Levitt, Jr.

ABSENT:
Michael Brown

 

Ms. Littlejohn took roll.
Ms.Littlejohn presented minutes from meeting May 8, 2008. Mr. Lee made a motion to approve minutes from May 8, 2008 meeting. Seconded by Mr. Wells. Passed unanimously.

Minutes from April 7, 2008 not available - will be presented at next meeting.

Hearing of Cases:
Case No. 08-05
Joseph J. Levitt Jr.; 182-184-186 Hillside Road;  violation to Chapter 3 General  of the Oak Ridge Property Maintenance Code. (Sept 9, 2001)
Mr. Ward and Mr. Cochran presented Case Summary. Mr. Ward asked Board to give City access to interior of these three buildings to be able to ascertain the condition.  Mr. Levitt asked for continuation of hearing to allow him time to work out details of renovation with City staff. Mr. Levitt stated that he will be handling this problem personally and needs more time to prepare before presenting his case to the Board. Mr. Ward stated that he would be in favor of allowing Mr. Levitt a postponement to give City staff time to meet with Mr. Levitt and attempt to work out a solution to this issue.  Mr. Lee stated he is not in favor of a postponement  because he feels this property has been a blight for some time and needs to be demolished.  Mr. Lee stated that as a citizen of the Highland View Neighborhood he would like to see action taken on this property.  Mr. Lee made a motion that the property at 182-184-186 Hillside Road be declared unfit for human occupation or use under City Code Section 13-205(3) and that the structure should be declared a nuisance under City Code Section 13-205(4).  Mr. Wells seconded the motion. Mr. Wells voted in favor. Mr. Lee voted in favor.  Dr. LeForce voted no.  Mr. Russell voted no.  Ms. Seiber voted no. Motion failed.

Mr. Wells made a motion to continue this case until the July meeting of the Board.  Mr. Russell seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  Mr. Levitt stated that he will continue with remediation of these properties and asked the City to monitor the progress.

Case No. 08-06

Jack A. and Joy Gallaher; 260-262 Highland Avenue; violations Sections 304.7 Roofs and Drainage, 304.12 Handrails and Guards, 304.9 Overhang Extensions, 304.2 Protective Treatment, and 304.4 Structural Members of the Oak Ridge Property Maintenance Code (Feb. 7, 2008)
Ms. Gallaher presented that she currently lives in one side of property and the other side is vacant. She has contacted roofers and siding contractors and should have repairs completed by the end of July 2008.

Mr. Lee asked Ms. Galllaher to complete the Property Repair and /or Abatement Plan schedule furnished by the City. Ms. Gallaher stated she would complete the form and get it to the City in 3-5 days.

Mr. Lee made a motion to allow Ms. Gallaher 30 days to present Property Repair and/or Abatement Plan to City. Mr. Wells seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Unfinished Business

Re: Case 07-08 David Neusel, 93-99 Georgia Avenue, is requesting a variance to Sections 303.13.1, 303.9, 303.2, and 302.7 of the Oak Ridge Property Maintenance Code.

Mr. Ward and Mr. Krushenski presented to the Board that at the June 14, 2007 Board Meeting the Board denied Mr. Neusel’s request for a variance. The Board did not make a motion for unfit structure, action to be taken or time frame.
Mr. Ward stated that the Code Enforcement had no intention of not following the Board’s rulings. Mr. Krushenski presented an updated Guidelines For Hearings and Issuing Orders For Demolition of Unfit Structures.

Communications and Miscellaneous Business

None.

               

Old Business

None.

The meeting adjourned at 4:15 PM.

________________________________

Amy Seiber

Secretary
