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OAK RIDGE BOARD OF BUILDING

AND HOUSING CODE APPEALS

MINUTES
DATE:

August 14, 2008
LOCATION:
Municipal Building Training Room

PRESIDING:
John Russell
PRESENT:
Michael Brown, Joseph Lee III, Mr. Nipper, John Russell, Amy Seiber, Aaron Wells

ALSO
PRESENT:
Tim Ward, Mr. Charles Hensley, Mr. Leonard Abbatiello.
ABSENT:
Dr. Bruce Leforce
 
Mr. Ward took roll.

Mr. Ward presented minutes from meeting July 10, 2008.  Mr. Brown made a motion to approve minutes from July 10, 2008 meeting. Seconded by Mr. Wells. Passed unanimously.
Unfinished Business:
Case No. 08-05
Joseph J. Levitt Jr.; 182-184-186 Hillside Road;  violation to Chapter 3 General  of the Oak Ridge Property Maintenance Code. (Sept 9, 2001)
Mr. Wells questioned why this case was not continued to this meeting. Mr. Ward stated that the City is working with a consultant who is negotiating to resolve this case and stay out of court.  Mr. Ward also stated that Mr. Levitt had agreed to postpone his case for one more month.  Mr. Cochran and Ms. Littlejohn were unable to attend this meeting since they are out of town at training sessions.  If negotiations are not successful Mr. Ward assured the Board that a court reporter and Mr. Levitt would be at the next Board meeting. The City is still seeking inspection warrants to enter the properties at 182,184 and 186 Hillside Road.  Mr. Lee stated that he would like to see this matter resolved today but that he sees no harm in considering Mr. Ward’s suggestion to continue the case to next month.  Mr. Brown stated that the members of the Board be treated with the same respect as a judge since the Board has been asked to have a due process hearing for Mr. Levitt.  He also stated that he felt the Board should respect the City’s decision to delay this case for thirty days.

Hearing of Cases:
Case No. 08-10
Citicorp Trust Bank, 100 Delmar Circle, violation to Section 302.7 Accessory Structures of the International Property Maintenance Code.

Mr. Ward presented the case and stated that the City would like to obtain bids to hire a contractor to repair and make safe the walls. The house is currently vacant.

Motion made by Mr. Lee to accept the recommendation of the City to obtain bids and hire a contractor to repair and make safe the existing walls, seconded by Mr. Brown. Motion passed unanimously.

Case No. 08-11
Mary B. Apple, 172 Hendrix Drive, violation to section 302.7 Accessory Structures of the International Property Maintenance Code.

Mr. Ward presented that the homeowner has obtained a contractor and permits to remove the wall. The existing walls have been removed.
Mr. Brown made a motion to dismiss the case. Motion seconded by Mr. Nipper. Motion passed unanimously.

New Business:
Case No. 08-05

Joseph J. Levitt Jr.;182-184-186 Hillside Road; violation to Chapter 3 General of the Oak Ridge Property Maintenance Code. (Sept 9, 2001)
Mr. Lee requested Mr. Ward to provide to the Board at the November 13, 2008, meeting a report as to the condition of the remaining ten Applewood Apartments. Mr. Lee then amended his request to include all properties on Hunter Circle and all properties on Hunter Place. Mr. Wells stated that he would also like to have the City provide to the Board an overview of all property on Hunter Circle and Hunter Place.

Mr. Lee made a motion to include on next month’s Board agenda case 08-05 under Hearing of Cases rather than Unfinished Business. Mr. Wells seconded.

Mr. Brown asked to amend the motion to include Case 08-05 on the agenda for the next meeting but not under any particular heading.  Mr. Lee amended his motion to include Case 08-05 on the next meeting agenda but not under any particular heading.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
Communications and Miscellaneous Business

Mr. Ward presented a letter dated July 16, 2008 to Mr. James B. Hill (Mt. Zion Baptist Church) from Tim Ward, City of Oak Ridge. He stated the property is in compliance with current codes and regulations. Presented as information only.
               

The meeting adjourned at 3:45 pm.
________________________________

Amy Seiber

Secretary

