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Minutes


OAK RIDGE BOARD OF BUILDING

AND HOUSING CODE APPEALS

MINUTES
DATE: 
September 11, 2008
LOCATION:   Municipal Building Training Room

PRESIDING:  Dr. Bruce Leforce
PRESENT:      Michael Brown, Joseph Lee III, Philip Nipper, John Russell, Amy Seiber, Aaron Wells
ALSO
PRESENT:
Tim Ward, Mr. Charles Hensley, Tim Cochran, Kaye Littlejohn, Allen Schrader, Ken Krushenski, Mark Eason.
ABSENT:
None       

 

Ms. Littlejohn took roll.
Ms. Littlejohn presented minutes from meeting August 14, 2008. Mr. Wells stated that the last two sentences should have been Mr. Brown’s statements. Mr. Wells made a motion to approve minutes as corrected from August 14, 2008 meeting. Seconded by Mr. Lee. Passed unanimously.
Hearing of Cases:
Case No. 08-12
Allen Schrader c/o Howard Schrader, 115 Pratt Lane, violation to Sections 302.7 Accessory Structures, 304.2 Protective Treatment, 304.7 Roofs and Drainage, and 304.9 Overhang Extensions of the International Property Maintenance Code.
Ms. Littlejohn presented the case. She also presented a fax received September 11, 2008, with a copy of the contract from Cumberland Roofing to paint, roof, and repair facia boards.  Mr. Schrader presented that he has removed material from carport and has two parties interested in purchasing the property. He asked for an extension of time to complete items. Ms. Littlejohn suggested a 60-day extension. Mr. Lee made a motion to accept the City’s recommendation and allow Mr. Schrader 60 days to complete repairs. Mr. Russell seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.
Case No. 08-13
Mark V. Eason, 107 Marietta Circle, violation to Section 13-205(3)(b) Structures Unfit for Human Occupation or Use of the Oak Ridge Code of Ordinances.
Ms. Littlejohn presented the case. 
Mr. Eason presented that he has worked with an engineer in 1998 and that financing is now the problem. He has also met with the City Engineer. There is excess runoff from 109 Marietta Circle and variances have allowed that property to enclose carport and encroach on his property. He is working to get surveys to resolve the encroachment. Property must be regraded to resolve runoff issue. Mr. Nipper questioned feasibility of rehab work to current structure. Mr. Lee made a motion that Mr. Eason provide the City with a structural engineer’s report regarding 107 Marietta Circle. The report should include methods of repair or state the structure should be demolished and rebuilt. The report is to be obtained within 30 days. If the structure can be repaired, a building permit should be obtained and the work commenced immediately. If the structure cannot be repaired and must be demolished, a permit is to be obtained to have the structure removed in 30 days. Motion seconded by Mr. Wells. Motion passed unanimously.  Ms. Littlejohn stated she will follow up on zoning issue and will report next month to Board if possible.

Case No. 08-14 

Jack C. Young, 103 E. Bryn Mawr Circle, violation Sections 302.7 Accessory Structures, 304.2 Protective Treatment, 304.7 Roofs and Drainage, and 304.13 Window, Skylight and Door Frames of the International Property Maintenance Code.
Ms. Littlejohn presented the case. Mr. Young stated he has reattached the guttering and taken down the carport but still needs to remove the debris from the yard. He has obtained paint and a window pane has been purchased and he will install it. Mr. Lee made a motion to accept the City’s recommendation that Mr. Young remove the dilapidated carport area and replace the window at the front of the house within the next 30 days. Mr. Young should also paint the part of the house that was not previously painted within the next 60 days. Motion seconded by Mr. Nipper. Motion carried unanimously.
Unfinished Business:
Case No. 08-05
Joseph J. Levitt Jr.; 182-184-186 Hillside Road;  violation to Chapter 3 General  of the Oak Ridge Property Maintenance Code. (Sept 9, 2001)   
Mr. Levitt asked for this case to be continued due to time constraints of the Board. He stated that substantial movement has been made on repairs. Some buildings are in range of blight factors. He appealed to the Board to give him more time to complete repairs. Mr. Nipper questioned the number of people working on the repairs. Mr. Levitt stated 7-8 people are working on the properties. Mr. Levitt stated that he is willing to do the repair work but he has not had enough time. Mr. Levitt then began cross examination of Mr. Tim Cochran.
Mr. Lee asked what the status of future interior inspections are. Mr. Ward stated that the City is seeking remedy by administrative inspection warrants. Mr. Lee asked if this would take months. Mr. Ward stated it would take days. Mr. Ward is seeking warrants and hopes to have by next Board meeting. Mr. Nipper asked for the City’s recommendation. Mr. Cochran stated that the City’s recommendation is to allow no further extension of time to  Mr. Levitt. Mr. Levitt again asked for continuance to allow him more time for repairs.
Mr. Nipper stated that there are too few people working on the property and Mr. Levitt as owner is responsible for using as many people as needed to maintain the property. Mr. Levitt disagrees.

Mr. Russell asked Mr. Levitt what a reasonable time frame to complete the repairs would be. Mr. Levitt stated it is impossible to give a firm time frame as there may be structural repairs needed. Also an administrative warrant will add additional work.  Mr. Lee stated that some work has been done due to the Board’s involvement and asked Mr. Levitt what need to be done to resolve this matter?  Mr. Levitt stated he continues to make progress on the buildings but needs more time.  Mr. Nipper stated that he needs a concrete time frame.
Mr. Levitt continued cross examination of Mr. Cochran.
Mr. Brown asked that the meeting be continued to a later date due to the length of the meeting.

Mr. Nipper asked to continue the case until the next  regular Board Meeting.  Mr. Lee stated that this case warrants an additional meeting and made a motion to reconvene on Thursday, October 2, 2008 at 3:00 pm for a special meeting to consider this case so as not to take time away from regular scheduled cases. Mr. Nipper seconded the motion. Mr. Wells abstained from voting on the motion since October 2, 2008 presented a conflict in his schedule. Mr. Brown voted yes, Mr. Lee voted yes, Mr. Nipper voted yes, Mr. Russell voted yes, Ms. Seiber voted yes,  and Dr. Leforce voted yes.
New Business:
None
Communications and Miscellaneous Business

None.
               

The meeting adjourned at 5:20 PM.
________________________________

Amy Seiber

Secretary

