OAK RIDGE BOARD OF BUILDING

AND HOUSING CODE APPEALS
Special Called Meeting
MINUTES
DATE:

October 2, 2008
LOCATION:
Municipal Building Training Room

PRESIDING:
Bruce LeForce, M.D.

PRESENT:
Michael Brown, Bruce LeForce, M.D., Joseph Lee, Philip Nipper, John Russell, Amy Seiber, Aaron Wells 
ALSO
PRESENT:
Kay Littlejohn, Staff Representative, Tim Cochran, Tim Ward, Ken Krushenski, James O’Connor, Joseph J. Levitt, Jr., Denny Boss.
ABSENT:
None          

 

Ms. Littlejohn took roll.

Hearing of Cases:
Case No. 08-05
Joseph J. Levitt Jr.; 182-184-186 Hillside Road;  violation to Chapter 3 General  of the Oak Ridge Property Maintenance Code. (Sept 9, 2001)
Chairman LeForce asked that questions be concise due to time constraints.
Mr. Levitt stated he has received more information regarding inspections and Board’s role in acquiring properties.
Mr. Cochran sworn in. Mr. Levitt questioned Mr. Cochran. Mr. Levitt pointed out decrease in blight factor scores since September 11, 2008. Mr. Levitt asked Mr. Cochran to identify current photos with previous photos so comparisons could be made. Mr. Levitt questioned Mr. Cochran about the criteria and rating system used by the blight factor matrix. Mr. Levitt questioned Mr. Cochran about the condition and number of windows at building 182 that need repair. Mr. Cochran stated that windows need glazing repaired, some windows do not open or are not able to be locked. Some peeling paint still exists on exteriors.  Mr. Brown asked Mr. Cochran if he has worked with the management staff of Applewood before today to try to clarify the problems. Mr. Cochran answered yes.  Mr. Levitt finished questioning Mr. Cochran.
15 minute recess taken.
Mr. Levitt questioned Mr. Tim Ward. Mr. Ward stated that the conditions have changed and the buildings in question are above the 500 benchmark of the worksheets for blighted properties and that regardless of the Board action that City staff will continue to look at progress on these properties. He also stated that administrative warrants will be issued October 6, 2008 to obtain inspection of the interiors of these buildings.
Mr. Lee thanked Mr. Levitt for the efforts and work completed on the three buildings and pointed out the matrix ratings for all three buildings have decreased. He also pointed out that due to the condition of the exteriors that an interior inspection is required.  Mr. Levitt said one unit had been inspected on the interior and had passed.  Mr. Lee stated that due to this being a redevelopment district that state law allows interior inspections.  Also that Mr. Levitt was given 90 days to submit a redevelopment plan on June 2, 2008 and that he stated a plan would be submitted by June 12, 2008.  This plan has not been submitted which is a violation of City code and now 10 months later he is still quibbling over whether these properties are blighted and does not feel that the interiors have received the attention that the exteriors have. Mr. Lee also pointed out the amount of rents collected should allow maintenance of these units.

Mr. Levitt continued questioning of Mr. Ward. Mr. Ward stated that based on exterior inspections done 10/02/08 these buildings are not longer to be considered for demolition. The blight factor has been reduced and the City staff does not recommend demolition of the buildings.
Mr. Levitt asked that the pending matter be dismissed and the Applewood will address the interiors of the buildings but will still not be able to do the work within the time constraints of the Board.
Mr. Brown made a motion to not dismiss but to continue this matter until the November 13, 2008, Board Meeting and ask Mr. Cochran to present the Board with an update at that time, due to Mr. Ward’s statement that the property is no longer blighted. Seconded by Mr. Russell. 
Motion passed. Dr. Leforce voted yes, Mr. Russell voted yes, Mr. Brown voted yes, Mr. Nipper voted yes, Mr. Wells voted no, Mr. Lee voted no.
The meeting adjourned at 6:20 PM.

________________________________

Amy Seiber

Secretary

