Board of Building and Housing Code Appeals

2
April 9, 2009

Minutes


A P P R O V E D

OAK RIDGE BOARD OF BUILDING

AND HOUSING CODE APPEALS

MINUTES

DATE:

April 9, 2009
LOCATION: 
Municipal Building Training Room

PRESIDING:
Dr. Bruce Leforce
PRESENT:
Michael Brown, Joseph Lee III,  Dr. Bruce Leforce, Philip Nipper, John  Russell, Amy Seiber, Aaron Wells

ALSO
PRESENT:
Tim Cochran, Kay Littlejohn
ABSENT:
None
Ms. Littlejohn took roll.
Ms. Littlejohn presented minutes from meeting March 12, 2009. Mr. Lee made a motion to approve minutes from March 12, 2009. Seconded by Mr. Nipper.  Passed unanimously. 
Hearing of Cases: No new cases.
Unfinished Business:

Case No. 08-16
Cornillia Steele, 113-115 Bettis Avenue, violation to Sections 304.7 Roofs and Drainage,  304.5 Foundation Walls, 304.6 Exterior Walls, 304.11 Chimneys and Towers, 304.2 Protective Treatment, and 302.7 Accessory Structures of the City of Oak Ridge Property Maintenance Code.

Tim Cochran presented this case. All repairs have been completed and the case is closed.

Case No. 08-26
Gloreida Hill Woods, 104 Jay Lane, violation to Sections 302.2, 302.3, 304.2 Protective Treatment, 304.5 Foundation Walls, 304.6 Exterior Walls, 304.7 Roofs and Drainage of the Oak Ridge Property Maintenance Code
A title search is being conducted to confirm that Ms. Woods is the only party of interest to this property and should be completed in a few days. No work has been started or done to the property. Board issued an order to repair at November 2008 meeting. This order was hand delivered to Ms. Woods in February 2009. 
Mr. Lee made a motion that the structure at 104 Jay Lane is unfit for human occupation or use under the City Code Section 13-205(3) and that the structure should be declared a nuisance under City Code Section 13-205(4). Motion seconded by Mr. Brown. All in favor. Motion passed 7-0 in favor.

Mr. Lee made a motion that the structure at 104 Jay Lane be ordered vacated and demolished. Mr. Brown seconded the motion. Discussion ensued as to the owner’s options to relocate as the Board members have no desire to leave people homeless. Ms. Littlejohn mentioned several rental properties with vacancies in Oak Ridge that do accept tenants on an ability-to-pay basis. Habitat for Humanity and ADFAC were also mentioned as avenues Ms. Woods could pursue for repairs or possibly rebuilding. Mr. Lee stated he felt it would be appropriate to advise people in same situation, as well as Ms. Woods, as to what options could be available should they desire to pursue them. Ms. Littlejohn will follow up with DHS in Ms. Woods’ case. All in favor of the motion. 
Motion passed 7-0 in favor.

Case No. 08-02
Frank Kilpatrick, 105-107 N. Walker Lane, violation to Sections 302.7 Accessory Structures, 302.4 Weeds, 304.4 Stairs and Walking Surfaces, 303.7 Roofs, and 303.13 Windows, Skylights and Door Frames,  of the Oak Ridge Property Maintenance Code
Tim Cochran presented the case. This case has been postponed to allow a title search. A demolition order has already been issued by the Board. Mr. Cochran presented that concerns have been addressed, mowing has been done, painting is complete, and windows have been replaced. All violations have been corrected. Mr. Cochran recommended that the Board issue a motion to rescind the order of demolition. Mr. Brown made a motion to rescind the order of demolition. Mr. Lee seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion passed 7-0 in favor.
Communications and Miscellaneous Business:

123-125 Manhattan Avenue: Mr. Lewis has contacted Ms. Littlejohn and will probably demo the structure due to the current economy. Ms. Littlejohn will wait 30 days to see if demo permit obtained and demo started.
105 E. Bryn Mawr: Mr. Moulden has installed one plus boxes of siding as of 04/09/09. Ms. Littlejohn will continue to monitor the process.

Board members stated concerns about the property at 159 Hendrix Drive. There are several exterior issues.  Also some concerns about the E building at corner of Georgia and Tyson that there are broken windows, no floors, etc.  Board members asked about vacant property at corner of Georgia and E. Tennessee Avenue that grading needs to be completed to return the site to a natural state.  Status of vacant lots on Tyson also questioned.  Ms. Littlejohn will pursue and report back to the Board at the next meeting.

Board members requested that Mr. Tim Ward be asked to attend the May Board meeting and update the Board on 182, 184 and 186 Hillside Road. The Board expressed concerns and questions as to the status of these properties. The Board also expressed concerns about tenant relocation, as the tenants are the Board’s first and foremost concern in this matter. 
The meeting adjourned at 4:00 pm.
________________________________

Amy Seiber

Secretary

