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Minutes


A P P R O V E D
OAK RIDGE BOARD OF BUILDING

AND HOUSING CODE APPEALS

MINUTES

DATE:                          May 14, 2009
LOCATION:                   Municipal Building Training Room

PRESIDING:                 Dr. Bruce Leforce
PRESENT:                     Michael Brown, Joseph Lee III,  Dr. Bruce Leforce, Philip Nipper, John Russell, Amy Seiber, Aaron Wells

ALSO PRESENT:          Tim Cochran, Ken Krushenski, Margaret Allard, Pat McMillan, Jeff Holt, Denny Boss and Jeff Lewis
ABSENT:                        None
Mr. Cochran took roll.

Mr. Cochran presented minutes from meeting April 9, 2009. Mr. Lee made a motion to approve minutes from April 9, 2009.  Motion seconded by Mr. Russell.   Motion passed unanimously. 
Communications and Miscellaneous Business:
Mr. Krushenski stated that Mr. Ward was unable to attend the Board Meeting and had asked him to update the Board on 182, 184 and 186 Hillside Road.

Due to time constraints he asked that he be allowed to address the Board before any other business. The Board agreed. Mr. Krushenski reported that three inspections from the Corp of Engineers have been filed. The violations have been prepared for City Court and if no satisfaction from the Court this matter may be returned to the Board. This matter could also be appealed to Chancery Court. But action on these properties is proceeding. These three buildings will have warrants issued next week.
Hearing of Cases: 
Case 09-07 Faith Masonic Lodge, 115 Lafayette Drive, is requesting a variance to Section 1005 Egress Width of the International Building Code.

Mr. Boss presented this case and recommended approval with the stipulation placed on the building permit that when not in use the chair lift shall be stored in the vertical position at the top or bottom of the stairs.

Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the variance with the stipulation recommended by City Staff. Mr. Lee seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Case 09-08 Children’s Museum, 461 W. Outer Drive, is requesting a variance to Section 5.3.6 Minimum Ramp Landings of the North Carolina Accessibility Code 1999.
Mr. Boss presented this case. Since the Board agenda was printed this case has changed. The Children’s Museum is now asking for a variance to Incline Section 5.21 Maximum Scope of Ramp which the City Staff supports.
The Museum has determined that the landing should be the proper width and adjust the slope of the ramp to 1 to 10.5 instead of the required 1 to 12. Mr. Wells made a motion to deny a variance to Section 5.3.6 Minimum Ramp Landings. Mr. Brown seconded. Motion passed with Mr. Lee, Mr. Nipper, Mr. Wells, Dr. Leforce, Mr. Russell and Mr. Brown in favor. Ms. Seiber abstained.
Mr. Brown made a motion to approve a variance to Section 5.21 Maximum Scope of Ramp to allow an increase to the slope of the ramp to be no steeper than 1 to 9. Motion seconded by Mr. Lee. Motions passed with Mr. Lee, Mr. Nipper, Mr. Wells, Dr. Leforce, Mr. Russell, and Mr. Brown in favor. Ms. Seiber abstained.

Case 09-09 Pamela V. Lewis, 123-125 Manhattan Avenue, violation to Section 13-205(3) Unfit for human occupation or use; defined of the Property Maintenance Code.

Mr. Lewis stated that they own the corner lot and had planned to redevelop the two lots similar to the development adjacent to these lots, probably a three-plex type structure. Economy is not favorable at this time to undertake this development. He has secured a demolition permit as of May 8, 2009 and will demo the structure and clean up the lot. Mr. Boss recommended dismissal since the demolition permit has been obtained. 
Mr. Lewis stated that negotiations are underway with the Bank and demolition companies. Mr. Wells made a motion to table this case for sixty days to allow demolition to occur but does not want to dismiss this case. 
Mr. Brown seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Unfinished Business:

Mr. Nipper asked about the status of Case 09-05 218-220 Robertsville Road, the Board ordered demolition at the March meeting. Mr. Cochran stated the process is ongoing.
New Business:
Concerned citizens requested action on properties at:

 181 Robertsville Road, junk cars in yard and junk in street.

 426-428 Robertsville Road, yard overgrown.

150 Hendrix Drive, vacant property overgrown with weeds and brush.

Mr. Boss will follow up and report back to the Board.
The meeting adjourned at 3:50 pm.
________________________________

Amy Seiber

Secretary

