OAK RIDGE BOARD OF BUILDING

AND HOUSING CODE APPEALS

MINUTES

DATE:


October 8, 2009

LOCATION:

Municipal Building Training Room

PRESIDING:

Dr. Bruce LeForce

PRESENT:

Joseph Lee III, John Russell, Phillip Nipper, and Michael 

Brown

ALSO PRESENT:
Bill Henry – Oak Ridge Fire Department, Jill Baker, Walter Witwer, Karen Koprwoski, Corey Martin, Warren Bohannon, Cherry Ivy, Tim Cochran, and Kay Littlejohn

ABSENT:

Amy Seiber, Aaron Wells

Ms. Littlejohn took roll.
Ms. Littlejohn presented minutes from meeting on August 13, 2009.  John Russell mentioned that his name was spelled incorrectly in the minutes and requested a correction. Joseph Lee made a motion to accept the minutes of August 13, 2009 after correction. Mr. Nipper seconded motion. Motion was passed unanimously with the note to change James Russell to John Russell.

Hearing of Cases:

Case No. 09-11
First United Methodist Church; variance to NFPA 101 – 17.2.5.2 –Arrangement of Means of Egress and Table 1027.17.2 Common Path, Dead-end and travel distance limits. 
Mr. Nipper had questions regarding double doors in existing hallway.  Mr. Henry explained what a dead-end corridor and travel distance for means of egress is according to code and fire alarm systems.  The City’s recommendation from the Oak Ridge Fire Department is to allow the travel distance to exceed the 24 feet. Joseph Lee made a motion to approve the variance to allow the travel distance to exceed the 20 feet maximum travel distance for means of egress to 24 feet.  John Russell seconded the motion. Michael Brown abstained from the vote for personal involvement with the church. Vote passed unanimously.

Case No. 09-10 
Sandra Nelson, Karen Koprowski, and Steven Koprowski:106 Ogden Circle: violation to Sections 304.7 Roofs and drainage,  304.13.1 Glazing, 304.12 Handrails and guards, 304.9 Overhang extension, and 304.2 Protective treatment.  
Ms. Littlejohn presented the case regarding the property at 106 Ogden Circle and stated that the property was not at a point where demolition would be required.  She further introduced Corey Martin to the Board. Corey Martin is the potential buyer of the property, which keeps in line with the order of the Board to allow the property owners to sell the property. Considering the property being sold, the City recommendation is to allow Mr. Martin 30 days to bring the exterior of the property into compliance. Corey Martin spoke to the Board as the new prospective buyer of 106 Ogden Circle.  He stated that the closing was set for Tuesday, October 13, 2009.  He further stated that the exterior would be code compliant in two months. Mr. Brown made a motion to give Mr. Martin 30 days to commence repairs after closing on October 13, 2009, and to file his plan of action with the City Code Enforcement Division. Joseph Lee seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Case No. 08-28 
Quitman Bohanon, Cherry L. Ivy, Warren Bohanon, Gwen Phillips, Jimmie Dawn Thomas, William Bohanon, and Sandra Newton; 100 Bettis Lane; violation to Sections 302.1 Sanitation, 304.15 Doors, 305.3 Interior surfaces, 307.1 Accumulation of rubbish or garbage, and 307.2 Disposal of rubbish.  
Ms. Littlejohn presented information regarding 100 Bettis Lane and stated that the order to demolish was premature. She further stated that it is the City’s recommendation to rescind the previous order. Ms. Ivy stated that more work would commence in two weeks at 100 Bettis Lane. She also noted that no vagrancy was happening on the property.  In addition, Warren Bohanon has moved from Georgia back to Oak Ridge and is living directly across the street on Bettis Lane while he makes repairs. Mr. Lee questioned how the additional repairs were going to be made. Mr. Warren Bohanon stated that the interior rooms would be completed one room at a time. Phillip Nipper made a motion to rescind the order of demolition made at the July 11, 2009 meeting. Michael Brown seconded the motion. John Russell, Michael Brown, Phillip Nipper and Bruce LeForce voted in favor to rescind the order. Joseph Lee voted against the rescinding of the previous order.

New Business

There was no new business to discuss.

Communications and Miscellaneous Business

Mr. Joseph Lee asked if it were possible for Applewood Apartments to be brought back before the Board for discussion after the court proceedings were over.  Phillip Nipper questioned whether a violation notice has been sent to 120 LaSalle Road and if the maintenance building for Rolling Hills Apartment has been addressed.  Michael Brown stated that the interior of the Oak Ridge Mall needs to be inspected for code violations.  He stated that the ceiling was falling down, that the three-phase panel doors were off, and that there was mold in the building.

Meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m.

_____________________________

Amy Seiber, Secretary

