

OAK RIDGE BOARD OF BUILDING

AND HOUSING CODE APPEALS

MINUTES

DATE:                          December 10, 2009
LOCATION:                   Municipal Building Training Room

PRESIDING:                 Dr. Bruce Leforce
PRESENT:                      Dr. Bruce Leforce, Philip Nipper, Joseph Lee, John Russell, Amy Seiber and Aaron Wells.

ALSO PRESENT:          Kay Littlejohn, Jeff Lewis, Councilwoman Anne Garcia Garland.
ABSENT:                        Michael Brown.
Ms. Littlejohn took roll.
Ms. Littlejohn presented minutes from meeting on October 8, 2009. Joseph Lee made a motion to accept the minutes of October 8, 2009. Mr. Nipper seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Hearing of Cases:
Case No. 09-12
Pamela V. M. Lewis, 123-125 Manhattan Avenue, violation to Section 13-205(3) Structure unfit for human occupation or use of the Oak Ridge Code of Ordinances.

The case was presented by Ms. Littlejohn. The demolition permit obtained May 7, 2009 has expired and no renovations or demolition has occurred. Mr. Lewis stated that he is still trying to obtain financing. He is currently waiting for a response from the bank. Discussion ensued as to the problems with financing, and time. 

Mr. Lee made a motion to declare the property at 123-125 Manhattan Avenue unfit for human occupation or use under the City Code Section 13-205(3) and that the structure should be declared a nuisance under City Code Section 13-205(4). Mr. Russell seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
Mr. Lee made a motion that the structure at 123-125 Manhattan Avenue be ordered vacated and demolished. Mr. Russell seconded the motion. Mr. Wells voted no. Dr. Leforce, Mr. Russell, Mr. Lee, Mr. Nipper and Ms. Seiber voted yes. Motion passed 5 yes 1 no. Mr. Lewis was given a copy of the signed order for demolition.

Case No. 09-13
Rick Woodward, 138 Johnson Road, violation to Section 304.2 Protective Treatment, 304.7 Roofs and Drainage, 304.12 Handrails and guards, 304.13 Window, skylight and door frames, and 304.15 Doors of the City of Oak Ridge Property Maintenance Code.

The case was presented by Ms. Littlejohn. She presented the new agenda from Mr. Woodward dated 12/10/09. 

Mr. Wells made a motion to request an interior inspection of this property. Motion failed for lack of a second. Mr. Russell questioned the Board’s Authority to ask for interior inspections. Mr. Wells stated that the Board members are appointed by City Council and should be able to make recommendations. 
Mr. Wells made a motion that all existing exterior code violations and demolition of the shed be completed within 60 days. Mr. Nipper seconded. 

Discussion ensued regarding time frames.

Mr. Wells amended his motion to ask for an interior inspection of the property at 138 Johnson Road. Mr. Nipper seconded.

Amendment to motion passed unanimously. Amended motion as seconded passed unanimously.  

Unfinished Business:
Case No. 08-19 

Charles Moulden: 105 E. Bryn Mawr Circle; violation to Section 304.2 of the International Property Maintenance Code.
Ms. Littlejohn presented that since August 2009 no additional work has been done to the exterior of this structure. Mr. Moulden has failed to finish the work or contact the Codes Enforcement Office. 

This case has been referred to City Court for a hearing in January 2010. 

Ms. Littlejohn reported that the owners of 120 LaSalle Road have been contacted by phone and a letter has been issued regarding exterior violations.
Mr. Lee stated that he would like to see 10 remaining Applewood Apartment Buildings (not 182, 184 and 186 Hillside Road) brought before the Board with interior inspections, exterior inspections and engineering reports.

Mr. Lee also stated that he would like to see 210 E. Madison (Alexander Inn) case referred to the Board for numerous code violations. 
Meeting Adjourned at 4:15 pm.

________________________________

Amy Seiber

Secretary

