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BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

April 17, 2007
Minutes



OAK RIDGE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS


MINUTES

DATE:

 April 17, 2007
PLACE:
Municipal Building Court Room

PRESIDING:
Judy Mason

PRESENT:
Craig Aurin, Keith Craft, Susan Donnelly, David Gengozian,  Judith Mason, Monica Austin – Staff Representative

ABSENT:
None
Ms. Donnelly made a motion that the minutes of the meeting held March 13, 2007 be approved as submitted.   Mr. Craft seconded the motion.  Motion carried with all in favor.

The following cases were reviewed:

Case No. 07-06 (Case was postponed at applicant’s request) 

Rick Burnett, 420 S Illinois Avenue, Lot 99.02, Block 21-CB in a  B-2 District is requesting a variance for two additional monument signs

Case No. 07-07 (Withdrawn at request of  property owner)

Raymond D. Sisson, 109-111 S. Lansing Road, Lot 6, Block 16-BV, in a R-2 District is requesting a special exception to operate a group home at this location

Case No. 07-08

Raymond D. Sisson, 113-115 S. Lansing Road, Lot 5, Block 16-BV, in a R-2 District is requesting a special exception to operate a group home at this location

Ms. Donnelly made a motion that the requested special exception be approved under sections 16.109(b) and 5.03(c).  Mr. Aurin seconded the motion. 

Mr. Sisson, 110 Norton Road, Oak Ridge, Tennessee – the founder of Freedom House – disputed the ownership of the property and said he did not indicate he was the owner.  Staff responded by referring to Attachment #1.
Wanda Lovelace, 10838 Sagemont Lane, Knoxville, Tennessee also questioned staff information about ownership of the property.  She said there was a contract to purchase at this point, and Mr. Sisson thought he was the owner.  

Carl Starnes, 122 Lancaster Road, question the statement of 15 people being allowed there regarding available parking.  He objected to some of Mr. Sisson’s comments about this being a drug-infested area.  he commented on the operation of the group home and timing of the neighbors becoming aware of the group home, and mentioned the petition and neighborhood opposition.

Jody Nazaroff, Neighborhood Watch Block Captain, 130 Lancaster Road presented the petition to the Board opposing the request.  She disagreed with the comment that the area is drug infested.  She opposed the request, the hours of operation, the activities of the operation, and its disregard for surrounding residential area.  She stated the neighbors had called the police with many complaints regarding this location, and she mentioned the negative impacts this has had on the surrounding residences, i.e. declines in property values.  She was also concerned about the safety of the neighborhood.
David Beams, Oak Ridge Police Chief, said that he opposes the request as not an appropriate use for a residence.  He was not sure how a houseful of drug addicts improves the neighborhood.  he said that the Board should consider the questions: Who lives at Freedom House? Where do they come from?  What are the criminal records and pending charges?  Why are they coming to Freedom House?
Chief Beams said there had been 19 police calls since August to Freedom House for various reasons, per the police CAD reports.  He made mention of the on-going murder investigation into Anthony Hickey and the fact that his last place of residence was 113-115 S. Lansing Road.

John Cole, 115 S. Lansing Road, spoke to the Board.  He said he was from Harriman, and briefly introduced himself.  He has a drug problem, but has not been ordered by the court into rehabilitation and has no pending charges against him.  He supports the efforts of Freedom House.  He is the House Manager.  He said Anthony Hickey was only there for a week.

Dawn Hodge-Burian, an Oak Ridge resident and Supervisor with the Board of Parole and Probation covering eight counties.  She neither supported nor opposed the request, but addressed some comments for clarification.  She said that Freedom House is no on the approved list for parolees as a half-way house that they utilize, and there may be one or two probationers at this address.  She mentioned documented problems, and relocation of one resident due to this.

Kenneth Smith, 140 Lancaster Road, spoke in opposition to the request.  He mentioned problems with traffic and the danger posed to the neighborhood.  He mentioned drugs problems n the area, and other problems he has experienced in the area.

Lisa Lewis, 146 Lancaster Road, said she is a graduate of Freedom House and thinks there has been a lot of misinformation given.  She has taken the petitions around herself that shows support for Freedom House.  She supports Freedom House and is proof it works.

Andrea Smith,  135 LaSalle Road, mentioned of problems with parking.  If this is allowed here, then it will happen in other neighborhoods.  She opposed the request.

Margaret Fisher,  115 S. Lansing Road, stated that there are rules at Freedom House they have to follow.

Sid Booth, 130 S. Lansing Road, lives behind the Hope House and opposes the request.  He pointed out that there has been an increase in criminal activity since the for-profits have started, as well as an increase in traffic – both cars and foot traffic.  He disagrees that they are cleaning up the area.  He hasn’t seen any improvements.  He mentioned the close proximity to the Boys Club, and his concerns with this.

Alicia Mitchell, 122 N. Jefferson Circle, represented the North Jefferson Circle and Latimer area Neighborhood Watch Group and stated their concerns for the safety of their children walking in this area.  She herself is concerned with safety.  She opposed the request.

Wanda Lovelace, Freedom House Board of Directors, said there were eight people staying there.  She said they are only asking for one group home, adjacent to Serenity Club.  She also said that only one person has a vehicle.  She said they are being blamed for all the other group home problems (number of people, cars, activities, residents, etc), and the comments are collectively the results of the other group homes in this area (foot traffic, property values, number of people not related to Freedom House, etc).  She wants to operate a group home for eight to ten people.

Charles Pfaff, 115 S. Lansing Road, House Manager, thinks most of the comments are simply not true.  Most residents are not court appointed.  He thinks the problems are the other group homes.  They are there to help the area, and if they aren’t there, then these people will still be in the area – just in the streets.
Sid Booth, 130 S. Lansing road, asked about the Freedom House board members and wondered where they live.   He asked if the House Manager is paid, and pointed out he has a place to live and food.  Mr. Booth addressed Mr. Pfaff’s comments  and said they could be seen as a threat, that the people would still be in the area in the streets.  The area would work with the police to deal with this.  Mr. Booth wants all the group homes in the area removed.
Dorothy Sisson, 110 Norton Road, mentioned the reasoning for leaving 109 S. Lansing Road.  She said they have been in operation for nine months, and are trying to do something good for Oak Ridge.  She talked about the petition, and also pointed out that their rules included a 10:00 pm curfew.  She said Anthony Hickey had first been at Hope House, then came to Freedom House.  She stated he said he didn’t like their rules.  She said the people in her group home are not the problem, and they are only taking volunteers and not court-appointed parolees.  They have help from local churches, i.e. providing food, etc.  She said they could become a non-profit if that is what it takes.  She said there are eight other group homes in the area.

Victoria Michaels, 193 Latimer Road, said that she is the mother of a crack addict.  She approached Freedom House about getting help for her daughter, but she couldn’t pay the fee to get her in.  She also said that crime is a problem in this area due to drugs, and she is concerned about the visitor days at Freedom House.  She also stated that trash is left in the streets, the house residents keep loud hours.  she said permanent residents of the area are trying to improve the area.
After discussion, the Board conceded that there is a need for this service, but felt that this was not the appropriate area for it.

Ms. Mason called for a vote, and the motion to approve operation of a group home at this location was denied unanimously, with no votes in favor and five opposing.

On a motion by Mr. Gengozian, seconded by Mr. Craft, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

______________________________

Susan Donnelly

Secretary

mem

