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BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

May 8, 2007
Minutes



OAK RIDGE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS


MINUTES

DATE:

 May 8, 2007
PLACE:

Municipal Building Court Room

PRESIDING:
Keith Craft
PRESENT:
Craig Aurin, Keith Craft, Susan Donnelly, David Gengozian, Monica Austin – Staff Representative

ABSENT:
Judy Mason
Ms. Donnelly made a motion that the minutes of the meeting held April 17, 2007 be approved as amended, to include the citizen petition and transcript of the April 17th meeting.   Mr. Aurin seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

The following cases were reviewed: 
Case No. 07-06

Rick Burnett, 420 S Illinois Avenue, Lot 99.02, Block 21-CB in a B-2 District is requesting a variance for two additional monument signs.
Ms. Donnelly made a motion that the requested variance for two additional monument signs be approved under sections14.12 and 16.10(c).  Mr. Gengozian seconded the motion.  Motion to grant a variance for two additional monument signs was unanimously defeated.
Case No. 07-09

Obaidul Haque, 105 Nantucket Way, Lot 77, Block 15-BP, in a R-1-A/B district is requesting a variance to reduce the rear setback for an addition.
Ms. Donnelly made a motion to grant a variance as requested to allow the addition to the principal building to be 39.81’ from the rear lot line to be approved under sections 16.10(c), 5.02(d) and 3.07(c).  Mr. Gengozian seconded the motion.  Ms. Donnelly made a motion to amend the original motion to include the following reasons for granting the variance: irregular configuration of the lot and there is in excess of 200’ right-of-way along the Turnpike to the rear of the property. Mr. Aurin seconded the motion to amend the original motion. Unanimous vote to approve the amendment to the original motion. Motion carried to approve a variance to reduce the rear setback requirement of 45’ to allow for an addition to the principal building be 39.81’, measured to the 15” overhang from the rear lot line.
Case No. 07-10

Christopher Deaton, 305 New York Avenue, Lot 113, Block 16-CD, in a B-1 District is requesting a special exception to allow the use of facility for private parties and events.

Ms. Donnelly made a motion to grant special exception as requested to allow for the use for an indoor skate park on a part-time basis to be approved under sections 16.10(b) and 7.02(c)1.  Mr. Aurin seconded the motion. Ms. Donnelly made a motion to amend the motion to include the use is for  private parties and events; to include all conditions included in staff’s recommendation; and cease all operations at 9:00 PM. Mr. Aurin seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously to amend the original motion. Motion carried unanimously to approve the amended motion to allow for the use for an indoor skate park on a part-time basis.
Case No. 07-11 and Case No. 07-11a
City of Oak Ridge, regarding 125-131 Lancaster Road and 106-108 Lawton Road, seeking an Administrative  Review for definition of group care facility.

Ms. Donnelly made a motion to accept staff’s interpretation that RL Properties does meet the definition of a group care facility under sections 16.10(a). Mr. Gengozian seconded the motion.  A lengthy discussion by RL Properties representatives and neighbors opposing followed. Ms. Donnelly made a motion to amend the motion to conclude that RL Properties does not specifically meet the definition as defined in our Zoning Ordinance and remand RL Properties back to City staff to establish the threshold between operating as a group care facility versus landlord/tenants. Mr. Gengozian seconded the motion. Unanimous vote to approve the amendment. Amended motion carried to confirm, that RL Properties does not specifically meet the definition of a group care facility and that City staff will meet with RL Properties and establish the threshold between operating as a group care facility versus landlord/tenants, with 4 in favor and none opposed.
Case No. 07-12

City of Oak Ridge, regarding 115 Lancaster Road, seeking an Administrative Review of original BZA approval.

Ms. Donnelly made a motion to confirm that City staff’s opinion that the principal activity and operations differ from what the Board of Zoning Appeals originally approved under sections 16.10a.  Mr. Aurin seconded the motion.  Lengthy discussion from Hope Board representatives and neighbors opposing Hope followed. Motion carried that the principal activity and operations differ from what the Board of Zoning Appeals originally approved, with 4 in agreement and none opposed.
NEW BUSINESS
Discussion of upcoming training sessions.
On a motion by Mr. Gengozian, seconded by Ms. Donnelly, the meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m.

______________________________

Susan Donnelly

Secretary
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