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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY BOARD

APPROVED MINUTES
Thursday, January 4, 2007

Members Present:
Chuck Agle 

Rachel Anderson




Jimmy Groton




Jim Hart




Tyler Johnson




Liyuan Liang 

Ellen Smith




Bernadette Riemer




Al Skyberg

Members Absent:
None

City Staff:

None present

Guests/Visitors:
Mark Belvin, DOE

A.
Call to Order


The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.

1.
Introduction of EQAB members and recognition of visitors

2.
Recognition of Recording Secretary:  Jimmy Groton

3.
Amendments to the Agenda - none


4.
Announcements 

B.
Approval of Minutes from December 7, 2006


After review of the minutes from December 7, 2006, which were made available at the meeting, Al Skyberg moved to approve the minutes.  Rachel Anderson seconded the motion.  The motion passed with two abstentions and some minor revisions. (Chuck Agle and Liyuan Liang were not in attendance at the December 7, 2006 meeting) 

C.
Presentations

None scheduled

D.
High School Representatives (Rachel Anderson; Bernadette Riemer)

1. Plans for ORHS Goes Green public education event


Rachel and Bernadette reported that it was too late in the year to include Dr. Ganguly’s classes in this event; her curriculum for the year has already been set. It is not likely that AP students would be available either since most will be preparing for AP exams. Rachel and Bernadette suggested the event be scaled back for now and we could expand it later. There is a possibility of having a display at the OR Library.


2.
Recycling and construction are proceeding normally.

E.
Report on DOE-related matters (from EQAB Regulatory Oversight Committee and DOE representative Mark Belvin)

1. DOE has announced completion of uranium hexafluoride cylinder removal from ETTP

2. Draft EQAB memorandum to DOE on Draft Environmental Assessment for U-233 Stabilization and Building 3019 Complex Shutdown at ORNL (DOE/EA-1574) - Ellen reported that EQAB’s letter to Council was not in our packet but the letter was sent to Council. Council accepted it, read it, and advised EQAB to send the letter directly to DOE. EQAB reviewed a draft communication to DOE with our comments; Al made a motion to accept the letter, Liyuan seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

3. Upcoming environmental reviews: ED-6, Innovation Valley Industrial Park – No news

4. Surplus sodium disposition – No news

5. Stewardship Committee Meeting – future of cleanup at ETTP meeting (Ellen and Tyler). Cleanup date has been postponed indefinitely. Groundwater is still an issue.

F.
Communications


1.
Memo from Smith (EQAB) to Oak Ridge City Council; DOE Proposal and Draft Environmental Assessment for U-233 and Building 3019 Complex Shutdown at ORNL; December 14, 2006
2.
Phone calls to Smith from members of the public; (a) Centennial Golf Course and (b) Gallaher Bend Greenway.

G.
Staff Report

No staff report was available


H.
Planning Commission (Chuck Agle) – Chuck reported that Robin Biloski has resigned her post on Planning Commission. Apparently there are scheduling conflicts with her duties on Anderson County Commission.

I.
No report

J.
Reports on Committee Activities and External Organizations

1.
Regulatory Oversight (items not covered under E) (Ellen Smith, Chair)

a.
Local Oversight Committee (LOC; Ellen Smith) – No report.

b.
LOC CAP (Al Skyberg) – No report

c.
Stewardship Team (Tyler Johnson) – See Item E5.

2.
Resource Conservation and Management 

a.
Anderson County solid waste activities  - No report

b. Follow-up on old issues:

(1) Concerns about Melton Lake shore condition (Agle)

(2) Big Turtle Park beaver pond water level – It was noted that the water level of the pond seems to have risen

c. Public education on coyotes 

d. Litter – Al talked about litter on Oak Ridge Turnpike. Jimmy reported that the litter along Key Springs Road has gotten much worse.

3.
Urban Design (Tyler Johnson, Chair)


a.
Environmental Quality Award


Tyler talked about three additional potential nominations for Environmental Quality awards: Sweet Shop on Carver Road, Ashley Haas, a student who organized past litter pick-up events in the city, and Methodist Medical Center for their recent renovations.

4.
Greenbelts & Open Space (Jimmy Groton, Chair)

a.
Greenways Oak Ridge – No report

5.
Special Projects – No report

K.
 Unfinished Business

1.
Annual Report – Still no report

L.
New Business

M.
Adjournment


The meeting adjourned around 9:35 p.m.

