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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY BOARD

DRAFT MINUTES
Thursday, February 1, 2007

Members Present:
Chuck Agle 

Rachel Anderson




Jimmy Groton




Jim Hart




Tyler Johnson




Liyuan Liang 

Ellen Smith




Bernadette Riemer




Al Skyberg

Members Absent:
None

City Staff:

None in attendance
Guests/Visitors:
Mark Belvin, DOE

A.
Call to Order


The meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m. The meeting was held in the City Manager’s conference room since the Training Room was locked up tight and no one was available in the police station to unlock it.

1.
Introduction of EQAB members and recognition of visitors

2.
Recognition of Recording Secretary:  Jimmy Groton

3.
Amendments to the Agenda - none


4.
Announcements 

B.
Approval of Minutes from January 4, 2007


After review of the draft minutes from January 4, 2007, which were made available at the meeting, Tyler Johnson moved to approve the minutes.  Al Skyberg seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with no abstentions or opposition.

C.
Presentations

None scheduled

D.
High School Representatives (Rachel Anderson; Bernadette Riemer)

1. Plans for ORHS Goes Green public education event


Rachel and Bernadette reported that they had contacted the OR Library about sponsoring a display about the green features of the new high school design. The display will not be available until April. Mark Belvin suggested that Rachel and Bernadette contact Tim Myrick for help with the Display. There is a possibility of having a display at the OR Library.


2.
Recycling and construction are proceeding normally.

E.
Report on DOE-related matters (from EQAB Regulatory Oversight Committee and DOE representative Mark Belvin)

1. The Annual DOE Cleanup Report for 2006 was distributed earlier this week.

2. A Scoping Meeting for the Global Nuclear Energy Partnership (GNEP) Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement will be held on February 13, 2007 in Oak Ridge

F.
Communications

1. Letter from Smith (EQAB) to DeMonia (DOE); Draft Environmental Assessment for U-233 Stabilization, and Building 3019 Complex Shutdown at ORNL (DOE/EA-1574); January 8, 2007

2. Message from Jon Hetrick, OR Recreation and Parks; January 24, 2007.

3. Public Notice; Notice of Implementation of Class 1 Modification of the Tennessee Hazardous Waste Management Act Part B Permit for Diversified Scientific Services, Inc. Facility, 657 Gallaher Road, Kingston, TN 37763; January 4, 2007.

G.
Staff Report

No staff report was available


H.
Planning Commission (Chuck Agle) – Chuck reported on details of the CrestPointe proposal.
I.
Reports on Committee Activities and External Organizations

1.
Regulatory Oversight (items not covered under E) (Ellen Smith, Chair)

a.
Local Oversight Committee (LOC; Ellen Smith) – There is concern over the continuing resolution for federal budget and the impact on OR workers. Office of Management and Budget constraints on the DOE budget are a problem. In order to raise funds for one program, funds in other programs must be cut. Budget cuts are already affecting the workforce at ETTP. Reportedly as much as 30% of the ETTP workforce has been laid off as a result of the budget stalemate.

b.
LOC CAP (Al Skyberg) – No report

c.
Stewardship Team (Tyler Johnson) – Stewardship Committee meets on the third Tuesday of each month.

2.
Resource Conservation and Management 

a.
Anderson County solid waste activities  - No report

b. Keep Anderson Beautiful – Ellen reported that the group was supposed to get started this month but there is no news yet

c. Melton Lake shore condition – No report

d. Big Turtle Park beaver pond water level – The City inspected the water level and it is reported to be functioning normally. No explanation was provided regarding the high water levels evident in the wetland. 

e. Litter – Litter continues to be a problem in Oak Ridge.

3.
Urban Design (Tyler Johnson, Chair)


a.
Environmental Quality Award


Tyler will assemble this year’s committee to review nominations. It was noted that Dogwood Arts will participate in Oak Ridge this year..

4.
Greenbelts & Open Space (Jimmy Groton, Chair)

a.
Greenways Oak Ridge – No report

5.
Special Projects – Greenbelts & Open Space (Jimmy Groton, Chair)

a. Public education on coyotes – Liyuan agreed to prepare a newspaper article to increase public awareness about how to deal with coyotes. Liyuan brought some additional information about coyotes that she found on the internet. 
b. Follow-up on Centennial Golf Course vegetation – Ellen produced some plant lists of suitable species to plant plus information about privet eradication

K.
 Unfinished Business

1.
Annual Report – Still no report; Jimmy is still waiting for Chuck to provide the April 2006 minutes

L.
New Business

M.
Adjournment


The meeting adjourned around 9:35 p.m.
