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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY BOARD

DRAFT MINUTES
Thursday, April 5, 2007

Members Present:
Chuck Agle 
Rachel Anderson
Jimmy Groton




Jim Hart




Liyuan Liang 

Bernadette Riemer 
Kim Ross

Ellen Smith




Al Skyberg

Members Absent:
Tyler Johnson (excused)
City Staff:

None in attendance
Guests/Visitors:

Karen Golden, SAIC
Mark Belvin, DOE
A.
Call to Order


The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. 

1.
Introduction of EQAB members and recognition of visitors
2.
Recognition of Recording Secretary:  Jimmy Groton

3.
Amendments to the Agenda – Item C of the agenda was moved up ahead of Item B.

4.
Announcements 

B.
Approval of Minutes from March 1, 2007


After review of the draft minutes from March 1, 2007, Al Skyberg moved to approve the minutes.  Liyuan Liang seconded the motion.  The motion passed with one abstention (Chuck Agle who was not in attendance at the March meeting); there were none opposed.

C.
Presentations

Karen Golden, SAIC 
Karen Golden gave a presentation on the proposed Global Nuclear Energy partnership (GNEP) Siting Study being prepared for a site on the Oak Ridge Reservation. SAIC is partnered with the Community Reuse Organization of East Tennessee (CROET) for the project. The ORR site is one of several being evaluated for suitability to site a nuclear fuel recycle facility and a new generation breeder reactor.
D.
High School Representatives (Rachel Anderson; Bernadette Riemer)

1. High School rebuild project – The top floor of the new learning center is open. 

2. Recycling – Recycling continues at the high school with plastics, newspaper, etc.

3. America Recycles Day – The library display is available for the month of May. Rachel and Bernadette need photographs, themes, and information on energy standards for the display. It was suggested that Rachel and Bernadette could contact Tim Myrick for help.
E.
Report on DOE-related matters (from EQAB Regulatory Oversight Committee and DOE representative Mark Belvin)

1. Environmental Assessment (EA) for transfer of American Museum of Science and Energy, Parcel G, and Parcel 279.01. The EA should be finalized soon. Mark gave an overview of the details of the EA.

2. The Parcel ED-6 EA should be available soon. DOE and USFWS have resolved concerns that had held up release of the final EA.

3. EQAB members asked about the status of the Innovation Valley Technology Park EA and the Parcel ED-3 EA.
.
F.
Communications

1. Notice of Implementation of Class 1 Modifications of the Tennessee Hazardous Waste Management Act Part B Permit for the Diversified Scientific Services Inc. Facility, 657 Gallaher Road, Kingston, TN; March 6, 2007
2. Brown Bag Document Review Luncheon Notice.
3. Horton to Smith (EQAB); Communication on Vehicle Fuel Tank Disposal; March 23, 2007.
4. National EPA Finding of No Significant Impact and Environmental Assessment for the Uranium-233 Stabilization and Building 3019 Complex Shutdown at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory.

5. ORSSAB Advocate; April 2007.

6. ORSSAB Annual Site Environmental Report Summary 2005.

Communications were discussed, but no action was proposed on any of these items.
G.
Staff Report

No staff person or staff report was available


H. Planning Commission (Chuck Agle) 

1. Chuck reported that the South Illinois Corridor Study would soon be available. The report will include the Woodland neighborhood and part of Rutgers Avenue. City staff is preparing the report.
2. Chuck also reported on development plans at the South Hills Golf Course. Apparently the old dump at the site turned out to be about 5 acres larger than originally believed.
I.
Reports on Committee Activities and External Organizations

1.
Regulatory Oversight (items not covered under E) (Ellen Smith, Chair)

a.
Local Oversight Committee (LOC; Ellen Smith)— LOC is pushing for more robust funding for clean-up programs. DOE is in danger of not meeting regulatory milestones due to inadequate funding. TDEC may fine DOE for missed milestones.

b.
LOC CAP (Al Skyberg) – The LOC CAP received a briefing on the GNEP project
c.
Stewardship Team (Tyler Johnson) – Stewardship Committee meets on the third Tuesday of each month. Tyler’s schedule for the next few months is such that he will most likely be unable to attend any stewardship meetings. He is seeking volunteers to sit in for him at the stewardship meetings.
2.
Resource Conservation and Management 

a.
Anderson County solid waste activities  - No report

b. Keep Anderson Beautiful – Ellen reported that the group had a training event on March 29, 2007. They discussed sources of funding. A litter survey of the county is planned to establish baseline conditions to monitor progress of the program.
3.
Urban Design (Tyler Johnson, Chair)


a.
Environmental Quality Award


Tyler will assemble this year’s committee to review nominations. It was noted that Dogwood Arts will participate in Oak Ridge this year.
b.
Alexander Inn  —Al reported that he had contacted Tim Ward to see what the city has done to encourage the current owner to make necessary repairs to the inn. The city has taken the owner to court twice and they have forced to him to board up the windows on the first floor. There is a fence around the pool but it is not high enough. The pool also needs to be drained. Tim Ward has inspected the building and his preliminary assessment is that the building may be beyond salvage and may need to be demolished. The owner needs to make an adequate determination on the feasibility of restoration and potential sources of funding and people who could restore the building.

A motion was made and passed to communicate with the city attorney regarding potential paths to save the inn from ruin. EQAB supports restoration and reuse of the property which played an important role in the city’s history.

4.
Greenbelts & Open Space (Jimmy Groton, Chair)

a.
Greenways Oak Ridge – On March 9 Jon Hetrick led an excursion to explore the proposed route for Phase IV of the Melton Lake Greenway. Phase IV would connect Haw Ridge Park and Solway Park into the Greenway system. The Melton Lake Greenway currently extends from Oak Ridge Turnpike to a location north of the Edgemoor Bridge. Phase IV would pass under the bridge to connect the greenway with Haw Ridge Park. Barge Waggoner Sumner and Cannon are the designers for Phase IV.
On March 31 there was a workday on a segment of the North Ridge Trail. Four volunteers participated.

The annual garlic mustard pull is scheduled on April 14 at the Wildflower Greenway (behind the Rolling Hills Apartments, also known as the Garden Apartments).
5.
Special Projects
a.
Coyotes – Liyuan wrote a very nice article about coyotes. She will send an electronic version of the article around for comments and suggestions before submitting it for publication to local newspapers (as an EQAB public-education contribution).
K.
 Unfinished Business

1.
Annual Report – Still no progress
L.
New Business

M.
Adjournment


The meeting adjourned around 9:50 p.m.
Respectfully prepared and submitted:

Jimmy Groton, EQAB secretary 
