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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY BOARD

APPROVED MINUTES
Thursday, June 7, 2007

Members Present:
Chuck Agle 
Jimmy Groton




Jim Hart




Tyler Johnson 
Liyuan Liang 

Bernadette Riemer 
Ellen Smith

Members Absent:
Rachel Anderson (term expired)

Kim Ross (excused)

Al Skyberg

City Staff:

None in attendance
Guests/Visitors:

None
A.
Call to Order


The meeting was called to order at 7:37 p.m. 

1.
Introduction of EQAB members and recognition of visitors
2.
Recognition of Recording Secretary:  Jimmy Groton

3.
Amendments to the Agenda (see Item N, New Business)

4.
Announcements 

B.
Approval of Minutes from May 3, 2007


After review of the draft minutes from May 3, 2007, which were made available at the meeting, Kim Ross moved to approve the minutes and the motion was seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

C.
Presentations

None
D.
High School Representatives (Rachel Anderson; Bernadette Riemer)

1. Library Display Case – The library display is available for at least one additional month. Bernadette and Rachel are willing add other items or modify the display, if desired

2. Possible New EQAB member – Bernadette reported that Clare Freeman, a rising Junior, is interested in the open high school position on EQAB. She plans to apply after she completes Governor’s School this summer.
3. Recycling – Bernadette helped gather the mixed paper bins after school got out for summer. Unfortunately the Recycle Center was not accepting mixed paper due to a problem with their paper compactor. The paper had to be disposed with other trash.
4. Summer Plans – Bernadette briefed us on her plans for the summer.
E.
Report on DOE-related matters (from EQAB Regulatory Oversight Committee and DOE representative Mark Belvin) – No report
F.
Communications

1. *National Environmental Policy Act Finding of No Significant Impact and Environmental Assessment for the conveyance of Parcel ED-6 to the City of Oak Ridge – Not available for review at meeting. Chuck asked when the conveyance of Parcel ED-6 would occur. He also asked about the date for conveyance of the AMSE property, Parcel G, etc.
2. *Cleanup Progress FY 2006 Annual Report to the Oak Ridge Community. – Listed on agenda, but not provided for review at meeting.
3. Communication from Jim Harless to Ellen Smith. – Ellen reported that Jim Harless informed her about a program that Knox County has used to respond to complaints about nuisance barking dogs in neighborhoods. Owners of nuisance dogs are offered a bark collar for their dogs to help control nuisance barking. If the collar successfully control dog’s nuisance barking, the city offers to sell the collar to the owners at a special, reduced price.
G.
Staff Report

No staff report was available


H. Planning Commission (Chuck Agle) 

1. New Life Church of the Nazarene Landscaping – 
Chuck mentioned that the New Life Church of the Nazarene (200 Lafayette Dr.) had failed to comply with the city’s landscaping ordinance when they constructed their new parking lot and stormwater detention basin, etc. So far they have not provided an acceptable landscaping plan. They had been requested to provide a buffer of trees along Lafayette Drive but they did not leave sufficient room between the parking lot and the road to provide room to accommodate trees. The toe of slope of their detention basin also comes very close to their property line and this has created an eyesore for their neighbors.

Ellen reported that during a recent storm a tree had fallen across a powerline on the church’s property and access to the line was so restricted that city crews could not respond to the site with their vehicles. They had to carry their equipment in on foot to remove the obstruction and repair the line. There was discussion as to whether there were any setbacks that should have been in place. Apparently the detention basin is so close the neighbor’s property lines that there is no room on church property to plant a vegetative screen. It may be up to their neighbors to plant a screen on their own property to mitigate the eyesore.

1. Commerce Park –
Chuck reported that the planning commission had received a request to rezone a parcel at the southern end of Commerce Park located between Scarboro Road and Bethel Valley Road. The owners wished to rezone the parcel from I-2 to B-1. The commission turned down this request because the B-1 use is not restrictive enough. Chuck expects the owners to come back with a request to rezone to B-2 which is a more restrictive use. Chuck mentioned that the owners may request access from both Scarboro Road and Bethel Valley Road. 


I.
Reports on Committee Activities and External Organizations

1.
Regulatory Oversight (items not covered under E) (Ellen Smith, Chair)

a.
Local Oversight Committee (LOC; Ellen Smith) – The LOC recently issued a policy statement recommending expansion of the EM program and an increase in budget to include areas at Y-12 and ORNL not currently under the EM program. The funding for the LOC has been very flat in recent years and the LOC is looking for ways to stretch their budget.
b.
LOC CAP (Al Skyberg) – No report

c.
Stewardship Team (Tyler Johnson) – No report

d.
Other

2.
Resource Conservation and Management – Frank Sewell, county solid waste coordinator, is retiring. He will assume leadership of the Knoxville Recycling Coalition on a part-time basis. His successor has been working closely with him and is well qualified to take on his duties.
3.
Urban Design (Tyler Johnson, Chair) –


a.
Environmental Quality Award (Tyler Johnson) - Tyler will schedule a committee meeting soon to discuss award nominations. 

b.
Memo on Alexander Inn (Al Skyberg) – Ellen reported that the Oak Ridge Historic Preservation Association has succeeded in attracting parties that may be interested in restoring the Alexander. However, since the city codes enforcement has resulted in all the ground floor entrances and windows being boarded up, there is no way for prospective buyers to access the inside of the building to determine the condition of the interior. Unfortunately many of the second story windows remain open to the elements. Other members observed that the area around the swimming pool still appears to be a safety hazard for a number of reasons. The stagnant water in the pool provides habitat for mosquitoes to breed and the fence is down so the pool still may pose a drowning hazard.
4.
Greenbelts & Open Space (Jimmy Groton, Chair) – No report
5.
Special Projects
a.
Coyotes – Liyuan’s coyote article appeared in both the Oak Ridge and Oak Ridge Visions. The layout of the article in Oak Ridge Visions was particularly nice.
K.
Unfinished Business

1.
Annual Report – Still no progress. 
L.
New Business

1. 
Elections of Interim Chair – Since Ellen was elected to city council she will likely be required to resign her position on EQAB. Discussion centered on whether we should elect an interim chair for the remainder of the EQAB year. It was decided that the Vice-Chair could chair meetings and if that becomes too burdensome, we could elect a new, interim chair at a later date.

2.
Annual Report – Ellen passed out selected material from the EQAB ordinance. The ordinance specifies the requirement to prepare both an annual report and a work plan. Discussion concluded that the minutes from monthly meetings supplied the best information about EQAB’s activities and that the annual report provided no additional useful information. A motion was made to request that the ordinance be amended to remove the requirement for an annual report. Chuck made the motion to accept and Tyler seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
3.
July Meeting – Tyler made a motion to cancel the July meeting. Bernadette seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

4. 
Recruitment of new EQAB members. – We discussed the need to recruit new members on EQAB.  Members commented that recruitment efforts would benefit from more consistent board interaction with city staff. Tyler Johnson suggested that individual members contact the city manager to express their concerns and ask for a more consistent staffing arrangement.
M.
Adjournment


The meeting adjourned around 9:10 p.m.
Respectfully prepared and submitted:

Jimmy Groton, EQAB secretary 
