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EQAB

August 2, 2007

Minutes


ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY BOARD

MINUTES
Thursday, August 2, 2007

Members Present:
Clare Freeman

Jimmy Groton




Tyler Johnson 

Kim Ross

Al Skyberg

Ellen Smith

Members Absent:
Chuck Agle 

Jim Hart (excused)

Liyuan Liang 

Bernadette Riemer 

City Staff:

None

Guests/Visitors:

None

A.
Call to Order


The meeting was called to order at 7:37 p.m. 

1.
Introduction of EQAB members and recognition of visitors

2.
Recognition of Recording Secretary:  Jimmy Groton

3.
Amendments to the Agenda (see Item N, Update on Issues reported in Minutes of Previous Meetings)


4.
Announcements 

B.
Approval of Minutes from June 7, 2007


After review of the draft minutes from June 7, 2007, which were made available at the meeting, a motion was made to approve the minutes with one correction and the motion was seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

C.
Presentations

None

D.
High School Representatives (Bernadette Riemer, Clare Freeman)

1. Ellen provided Clare a summary overview of various projects that other EQAB High School representatives have done in the past.

2. Several EQAB members expressed interest in arranging a tour of the new Oak Ridge High School facilities.

E.
Report on DOE-related matters (from EQAB Regulatory Oversight Committee and DOE representative Mark Belvin) – Ellen reported that she had attempted to contact Mark regarding the status of the proposed new technology park at ORNL.

F.
Communications

1. Public Notice; Notice of a Class 1 Modification of the Hazardous Waste Permit for the Oak Ridge National Laboratory (not included in packet)

2. Public Notice; TDEC request from NUCSAFE for a change of location

3. Public Notice; TDEC received application from Daxor Corp. for the distribution of radiopharmaceuticals for medical diagnosis

4. *Public Notice; DOE issuing Notice of Intent to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement for the disposal of Greater-Than-Class C Low-Level Radioactive Waste (not included in packet) – Ellen provided a brief overview of what Lower-Than-Class-C low level waste consists of and a summary of the alternatives identified thus far. Scoping meetings are to be held in Oak Ridge on August 22, 2007. Ellen handed out a draft list of potential issues, risks, and concerns regarding this proposal should it come to Oak Ridge. Tyler made a motion that these potential issues, risks, and concerns be communicated to City Council for transmittal to DOE (Kim seconded). The motion passed unanimously.

5. *ETEBA News, June 1, 2007.

6. *ORSSAB Advocate, July 2007 (read online at http://www.oro.doe.gov/em/ssab/Publications/Advocates/July2007.pdf.

7. *TDEC DOE Oversight Division Status Report to the Public for FY2006

8. *Notice of Intent to Issue a Draft Hazardous Waste Management Permit for a Mixed Waste Boiler, Diversified Scientific Services, Inc., July 25, 2007

9. *Public Notice of a Public Hearing on the Proposed Reissuance of a Hazardous Waste Management Permit to East Tennessee Technology Park;, July 25, 2007

10. *Notice of a Class 3 Modification and Temporary Authorization Request for the Hazardous Waste Permit for ORNL EPA ID # TN1 89 009 0003

11. *Letter to Jim O’Connor, City Manager from Ann Mason and Mayme Roberson Crowell regarding status of Big Turtle Park Beaver Pond/Wetland, July 27, 2007 – There was discussion about what EQAB could do to counter the impression that the pond/wetland is a negative thing. Kim volunteered to contact the Knoxville Zoo for public education materials about beavers.

12. *Out of Control – On Purpose: DOE’s Dispersal of Radioactive Waste into Landfills and Consumer Products, Nuclear Information and Resource Service, August 2, 2007

13. *TDEC Division of Radiological Health, Bulk Survey for Release Program, August 2, 2007

* Available for review at meeting

G.
Staff Report

No report

H. Planning Commission (Chuck Agle) 

No report 


I.
Reports on Committee Activities and External Organizations

1.
Regulatory Oversight (items not covered under E) (Ellen Smith, Chair)

a.
Local Oversight Committee (LOC; Ellen Smith) – No report

b.
LOC CAP (Al Skyberg) – No report

c.
Stewardship Team (Tyler Johnson) – Tyler reported that the committee had recently reviewed the past year’s accomplishments, which included production of a map showing contamination information on DOE sites.

d.
Other

2.
Resource Conservation and Management – No report

3.
Urban Design (Tyler Johnson, Chair) –


a.
Environmental Quality Award (Tyler Johnson) - No new news. 

4.
Greenbelts & Open Space (Jimmy Groton, Chair) – No report

5.
Special Projects

a.
Bicycling Improvements on Oak Ridge Streets.

K.
Unfinished Business

None

L.
Update on Issues reported in Minutes of Previous Meetings

1. 
Landscaping Problems at Church of Nazarene – Ellen reported that Planning Commission had reviewed revised plans for this property. She said the issues reported in June regarding the landscaping plan for the Church of the Nazarene appeared to have resulted in part from confusion as to city expectations and ordinance requirements.

2.
Special Collars for Barking Dog – Ellen reported that she had received more information from Jim Harless about this program in Knox County. Oak Ridge also had distributed barking collars on a loaner basis in the past, but the program had lapsed when the collars were not returned.

3.
Elections of Interim Chair – This is not a critical action at the moment since Ellen call fill out her term (September 30, 2007) and at least one new person has submitted their application for a seat on EQAB.

M.
Adjournment


The meeting adjourned around 9:10 p.m. after the quorum was lost.

Respectfully prepared and submitted:

Jimmy Groton, EQAB secretary 

