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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY BOARD

MINUTES
April 3, 2008
Members Present:
Pat Imperato



Robert Kennedy



Liyuan Liang 

Joan Nelson
Al Skyberg



Fred Stephens



Clare Freeman




Bernadette Riemer 

Members Absent:
Pat Fain, Jimmy Groton, Kimberley Ross, Chuck Agle

City Staff:

None in attendance
Guests/Visitors:

Mark Belvin, Robert Riding
Since a quorum was not available at 7:30 pm, and for the convenience of the presenters, it was decided to begin the meeting at 7:30 pm with the presentation. 

A.
Call to Order

After the presentation, the meeting was called to order at 8:25 pm, introductions were made, and Joan Nelson was asked to be the recording secretary. 

Al welcomed Robert Kennedy as a new member to the EQAB Board. 

Additions to the agenda by Pat Imperato

1.  
Greening of Oak Ridge

2.  
Earth Fest

Addition by Joan Nelson

3.  
Recycling 
B.
No minutes were available for approval.  Al will rectify this for next meeting.

 
Issue of accurate and timely agendas and minutes was raised.  Al Skyberg will speak with city staff about this.  It was suggested by Pat Imperato that minutes should always be taken, even if a quorum is not present. 


C.
Presentations

Since a quorum was not available at 7:30 pm, and for the convenience of the presenters, it was decided to begin the meeting with the presentation. 

D.
High School Representatives (Bernadette Riemer; Clare Freeman) - High School Representative’s Report was moved to first order of business by request of Bernadette and Clare.

Bernadette reported that Litter Pick-Up Day at the High School is set for April 19th at 10 am.  Student Council will provide lunch for the event.  The event is receiving support of many high school groups and about 50 participants are expected.  Pat Imperato offered to register the event with the Great American Clean-Up.  Publicity was discussed.  Pat will work with Bernadette and Clare on some organizational points to keep participant’s busy - like grid study or other areas that could be included in clean-up. 

Bernadette reported that there are clubs interested in volunteering at the Earth Day Festival that could possibly take on clean-ups in the community as needs are identified, and at some senior citizen properties as requested through Katherine Baldwin’s office.

Pam can use volunteers at the EQAB booth.  Joan Nelson said she would give Bernadette email to Fred Stephens, the volunteer coordinator for the event. 
Agenda Addition

EQAB Booth: 

1.   Reducing plastic waste by drinking tap water, not bottled water

      Pat needs 365 plastic bottles, and 3 Brita’s.  Joan said she could help with both.

      Inform people about quality of tap water in Oak Ridge and demonstrate the waste    

     caused by one person drinking one bottle of water a day. 

2.  Take the pledge. Visit www.filterforgood.com.

3.  Al suggested good information available from city.  Volunteers needed.

4.  Volunteers needed at the EQAB booth from noon to 5pm.  Contact Pat Imperator at psimperato@ail.com or 865-272-3451.

5.  Pat needs a table top display.   Liyuan and Robert will try to scout up a display.  The board applauded Pat’s efforts in organizing materials for the booth.

E.
Report on DOE-related matters (from EQAB Regulatory Oversight Committee and DOE representative Mark Belvin) - No DOE report. 

F.
Communications - Communication noted. 

G.
Staff Report – No staff report
H.
Planning Commission (Chuck Agle)  -  No report from Planning Commission
I.
Reports on Committee Activities and External Organizations

1.
Regulatory Oversight (items not covered under E) – No report
2.
Resource Conservation and Management 


a.
Anderson County Solid Waste activities

Report added to agenda under Anderson County Solid Waste Activities.

Joan Nelson reported recycling has been expanded to include plastics #3-7 at the convenience centers, excluding plastic bags and Styrofoam #6.  Pat reported that the sign had not been changed and the staff was unaware of the new protocol.  Joan will check into it. 
3.
Urban Design (Tyler Johnson, Chair) – No report
4.
Greenbelts & Open Space (Jimmy Groton, Chair) – No report
5.
Special Projects



a.
Addition to the Agenda, Special Projects:  Green Initiative 

Pat Imperato noted that EQAB was verbally given the general assignment of creating guidelines for the city to assess our energy use and suggest how to make it more efficient and less costly.  This follows the presentation to the City Council work session by Madeleine Weil of Knoxville.  Al handed out copies of Ms. Weil’s presentation to City Council.  Even though we have no written request or work plan from the city yet, EQAB needs to move forward using the expertise we have on the Board to develop a plan and timeline so that if EQAB gets an intern to help gather data, he/she can begin work immediately.  If City Council is expecting a report in early fall, a sub-committee of EQAB needs to meet more that once a month, on a regular schedule, to direct and evaluate the data.  Pat suggested the data be used to feed into the ICLEI model.  Pat will check with her contacts at the US Green Building Council to identify resource people on the ICLEI model.

K.
Unfinished Business


We have not taken any action concerning the issue of burning at construction sites and residences.  Liyuan will study this issue and bring recommendations back to the meeting next month.   Pat will send Robert files on the staff report regarding enforcement of the City’s burning ordinance.

L.
New Business

1.
Pat expressed concern at the recent cutting on Hwy 95 as the widening project begins.  She said that at a January public meeting on the construction project, there was no plan showing the extent of the removal of vegetation.  EQAB members raised the question of whether anything can be done immediately.  If not, can we affect the final outcome by assuring that the remediation and beautification after the construction is adequately planned and executed?  Robert Kennedy will inquire into the work plan prepared by the contractor. 
2.
Pat Imperato volunteered to review the bylaws based on the following concerns:

  

a.
To specifically address what constitutes a quorum.

   

b.
Need for a yearly report 

3.
Some discussion occurred concerning the need for some funding or means of reimbursement for items such as the booth at Earth Day.  The possibility of in-kind contributions was suggested by Liyuan and Robert to help make the EQAB display more effective.

4.
Pat asked Al to speak with staff regarding the agenda.  The final agenda that was mailed was the same as the draft and did not include the requested additional items.  Items were not deleted when members reported that they could not be present at the meeting.  Pat requested that the agenda reflect what will actually be presented, not just a standard form.
M.
Adjournment

1.
Liyuan raised the question of whether we can have the meeting earlier in the evening.  Al said that we can add this discussion of a new meeting time to the agenda for the next meeting. 


2.
Meeting was adjourned at 10:10 pm. 

_____________________________________
Joan Nelson 
