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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY BOARD

MINUTES
May 1, 2008

Members Present:
Pat Fain




Jimmy Groton

Pat Imperato




Robert Kennedy




Joan Nelson

Al Skyberg




Fred Stephens




Chuck Agle

Clare Freeman

Members Absent:
Liyuan Liang, Bernadette Riemer

City Staff:

None in attendance

Also

Present:
James O’Connor, City Manager; Ellen Smith, Council member; Mark Belvin, DOE; Athanasia Senecal – City Intern

The April minutes were approved.

Amendments to Agenda:

Amendments were offered by Pat Imperato, Joan Nelson, Robert Kennedy.  Chair gave reasons why they should not be added to the agenda.  No vote of the members took place.  On one item, Chuck said that the Planning Commission has it covered (light pollution) and that he wants that placed on the agenda for the June meeting.

City Manager, Jim O’Connor, was present and introduced summer intern, Athanasia Senecal.   He explained that the City Council is requesting the active participation of EQAB in mapping a carbon footprint of city energy use.  He stated that the Council wanted to join ICLEI and to complete the application and that this would be under the Dept. of Development.  He stated that the Council says that we will join ICLEI and that EQAB is to set appropriate goals for the City to be recommended to the Council for their approval.  

Discussion followed and the Board decided that we would need to educate ourselves and that we would establish a subcommittee for this purpose.  Members of the subcommittee would be Fred Stephens, Robert Kennedy, and Pat Fain.  

The secretary raised the issue of a quorum at the April meeting due to a phone call from the City Clerk.  The acting secretary explained that a presentation took place until enough members arrived and then the Board convened and that the action voted on took place after the quorum was established.

School Cleanup Activity: 

Report from Clare Freeman and Pat Imperato

This took place at the high school.  It was well advertised and well attended by students.  They collected xxx? bags of garbage.  The school administration now plans to do this twice a year.  They also reported on Earth Week and a plan to buy trees for the school.  They have an anonymous donor who will purchase one tree for every dollar donated for this project.  

Earth Day:

Report by Pat Imperato

At the EQAB booth a taste testing activity was very successful.  A variety of bottled waters and city water filtered with a Brita filter were offered for blind tasting.  Most liked the filtered water.  There were a lot of questions about EQAB.

DOE:

Report by Mark Blevin

Mark announced that another person would be attending from DOE as of next month.  He will come and introduce that person to us.  He reported that there is new construction of buildings under way at the lab.  They are doing an environmental assessment for the lab as part of an 8-10 year plan. He said that the reservation is on the national property list, but in order to sell parcels, they must determine that they are clean of contamination.  There will be a public comment and poster session at the end of June.

Planning Commission:

Report by Chuck Agle

Chuck stated that there is a new development by Len Hart behind the Scarboro community planned for 150 homes.  It was originally proposed for three condos; it is now detached homes with lots.  The look will be similar to his development on the old city services land.  They will only remove necessary trees, but the city ordinance does not require vegetation plans as a part of the zoning.

Recyling: 

Report by Joan Nelson

The recycling people have agreed to take all plastics #’s 1-7.  However, only #’s1 and 2 will be picked up at curbside.  The others must be taken to the central recycle center. Board discussed the problem that few people know about the central recycle center and we need to figure out how to get out the word.  The possibility of using utility bills for advertising was discussed.  All members stressed that we need to do much more in community education on this subject and that we need a budget to do that.

Old Business:

Burning at construction sites: continued until next meeting. Robert Kennedy offered to use software he has to simulate various scenerios on seven major pollutants found in uncontrolled and construction fires.  We can use these results in our response to the problem of construction burning.  Ellen Smith pointed out that there are state rules on open burning and we need to be aware of those in our deliberations.  

Turnpike construction: there appears to be a problem concerning the Plan of Work submitted by the contractors.  There is nothing about revegetation.  This possibly is not a state requirement.  City Manager O’Connor reported that an arborist has been hired to xray the roots of maple trees in the way of construction; the elevation of the road will be lowered and some straightening of the road to allow for an increase to 50 mph; bicycle lanes and sidewalks will be added; turn lanes will be added. The Board expressed our need to see the work plan; discussed revegetation of sides and median.  One member asked that we be provided a copy of the Plan of Work for the next meeting.  Chuck Agle offered to send out new buffer standards and stated that the state has a 100-foot right-of-way.  Another member stated that just because we do not have a revegetation ordinance does not mean that we cannot have one if the Council chooses.

Robert said that he was supposed to get information from the City Engineer, Steve Byrd, about the highway contractor’s sub-par work plan, but did not do that in time for this meeting.  He will follow up with Mr. Byrd to see if the issue has become moot, since the contractor is reported to be making corrections.

Yearly report:  Not on the agenda -to be discussed and voted on in June

Need for some funding for EQAB – Not on agenda, no discussion

Agenda preparation – Not on agenda, no discussion

New Business:  

An ad hoc committee to work with the Community Planning Department and the intern was established. Members Pat Fain, Fred Stephens, Robert Kennedy will meet with the intern, Athanasia, on Monday, May 5th to put together an agenda for a training and discussion meeting on ICLEI on May 17th and to discuss the need for a facilitator.  Members will put together a tentative agenda and all Board members are to give input.  Also, all will share various web sites on ICLEI.  Robert mentioned that he had recently given a lecture about “renewable energy in the Southeast.”

Ellen recommended that we find out more about the SSAB that works on waste legacy.  She stated that we need to have a representative on this body.  

Pat Fain suggested establishing other ad hoc committees to carry out other as-yet-unnamed tasks and the Board concurred.  No formal vote was taken on this issue.

The chairman suggested that we change our start time to 7 pm.  The board agreed to try it out for a while.  Next meeting will start at 7 pm.

Kimberley Ross has resigned and there is now an open seat.  Also Bernadette will graduate this year and her seat will be open.  There is already one name submitted for consideration by the Council.

Meeting adjourned 9:30.
