Environmental Quality Advisory Board

Minutes – June 5, 2008

Meeting called to order 7:15 pm.  Quorum not present

Members Present at 7:15



Members Absent

Pat Fain





Liyuan Liang

Joan Nelson





Clare Freeman

Al Skyberg









Fred Stephens




Guests Present:

Jimmy Groton




Mike Stevens








Eleanor Stevens








Pat Clark








Wayne Clark








David Marcum








Ray Evans

Quorum established 7:30



David Page, DOE

Chuck Agle





Ellen Smith

Pat Imperato

Mike Burns

Chair called for reports to be heard while awaiting other members needed to establish quorum.

David Page, DOE introduced himself as the replacement for Mark Belvin and informed Board that he would be attending a the official representative from DOE from now on.  He had no report from DOE.

Several interested parties were present to address the issue of open burning within the city limits.  Mrs. Stevens stated that she and husband and daughter live down wind from the burning and that it has been a big problem as the daughter has asthma.  She wants to know if there is a better way of doing business for land developers.  Mr. Stevens said that he had also witnessed a developer burning brush at the old South Hills Golf Course.  He asked why brush was not being mulched as this seems a much better method.

Mr. Evans reported that the contractor he hired said early on that he intended to chip, but later said his costs were substantially more due to the cost of the chipper.  Mr. Evans noted that a chipper also has drawbacks as it is very loud and fills the air with fine debris.  Discussion followed concerning alternatives.

Mr. Marcum stated that he lived right next door to the development and that the air curtain needs to be moved away from the houses; the machinery runs all day and all night; the burn went on for more than 48 hours; he wants to see some mitigation.

Mr. Stevens stated that the current burn is 150 feet from his house.

Mr. Evans said that the burning would be finished this night and no more was planned for 2 years.

It was suggested that we invite the fire chief to a meeting. It was also suggested that we might want to have a joint meeting with the Planning Commission.  Chuck Agle, Planning Commission liaison, pointed out that the Planning Commission has nothing to do with how the land is developed.

Pat Imperato reported that she had visited the Stevens home on behalf of the Board and found that the whole home smelled distinctly of smoke, even in the closets.  The home had all of the windows closed with the air conditioning on. 

Discussion followed concerning how to approach the City Council concerning changes to the city ordinances on burning.  Mr. Marcum reported that he did not receive adequate notice that the burning would take place.  Mr. Evans wanted the Board to look at other cities and asked that we not do anything to make Oak Ridge less competitive.  Various suggestion to have fire chief, city attorney, and Community Development representative present at next meeting in order to have an informed discussion.

Mr. Evans also said he could have the contractor present.

There was a motion to table (Fred Stephens), passed.

Motion to meet on July 10 due to holiday (Al Skyberg), passed

Motion for Jimmy Groton to take over role of preparing the agenda (Fred Stephens), passed

Minutes Approved as amended, passed (one no vote)

Reports continued

Schools: Mike Burns, no report; Pat Fain reported that John Byrd has applied for a $150,000 grant to develop a schoolyard wetlands project at ORHS

Secret City is to be a zero waste event

Communications:

The invitation for the Lower Clinch Watershed Fieldtrip arrived too late for any of us to attend.

Committees: discussion concerning now obsolete committees continuing to be on our agenda.  Requested that Jimmy only put relevant reports on the agenda.

Planning Commission: Approved changes around Woodland; four commercial buildings; parking lot buffer; privacy wall; one homeowner with a lot just south of the cemetery wants $1million for his property.

ORNL Modernization Project: public comment June 16, 5-7 pm.  DOE can extend the time period.  

Motion: request City Manager ask for a 30-day extension to comment period.  (Fred Stevens)

Discussion: Fred volunteered to prepare comments. Ask Gary Hartman to come to meeting on July 10 for discussion

 Passed

Sustainability: viewed the software from ICLEI; in process of gathering information on city usage and school usage; have not yet established base year; need another work session with dates in advance.  Unanswered question – how much will EQAB do?  Next work session 6-11-08, 6pm.

Burning Issue: What is the best process for us to use in preparing to make recommendations to the Council?  A concrete recommendation or broad generality for council to look into the matter?  Pat Imperato will head up this information gathering task.

Motion to request that City Council remove requirement of Annual Report to Council. Passed

Adjourned: 9pm

________________________________

Pat Fain, Secretary

