EQAB Meeting

July 10, 2008

Call to Order 7:05pm

Jimmy Groton announced that Al Skyberg has resigned and that according to the bylaws, he would assume the chairmanship of the Board.

Introduction of Visitors:

Eleanor Stevens

David Marcum

David Bolt

Harvey Abouelata
Staff: 

Athanasia Senecal
City Council:

Ellen Smith
Members:

Joe Wood

Fred Stephens

Pat Imperato

Jimmy Groton

Chuck Agle, Planning Com

Pat Fain

Mike Burns

Joan Nelson

Robert Kennedy

DOE Representative:

David Page, DOE

Quorum Established at 7:05
Chair called to establish the agenda.  Discussion followed concerning items appearing on agenda for which there is no report or discussion.  Decision to leave agenda to chair at his discretion to delete extraneous items when no business necessary.  

Minutes corrected and adopted. Motion Robert Kennedy. Passed

Reports:

Pat Imperato: Fire and burning report

There is no burning ordinance; no nuisance ordinance; there is a policy manual that contains various pertinent rules.  This is not adopted by the Council.  It is an operating manual for the staff.  Question raised as to the legality of enforcement of a policy manual.  Staff reported that it is easier to make changes to a manual than to an ordinance.  There are some recommended staff changes that will be emailed to Board by Pat.  Will have a full discussion of these recommendations at the August meeting.

Robert raised issue of list serve again so that we can share things in the sunshine.  He will take responsibility for getting this established.

Motion: that we establish an email mechanism for communication that meets the sunshine rules for intra-meeting communications.  Pat Fain, maker.  Passed

Report: David Page

Re:  Wood Chipper for land clearing by developers.  DOE has contract(s) with one or more commercial entities to provide chippers as needed.  These are regularly used.  It is the most efficient manner of dealing with larger pieces and involves a tipping fee.  Contrary to previous reports, there appears to be another plan for more tree removal on same property within the next two months or so.  There is a nearby dump site for brush and chips in Solway, Greenways.  It was noted that Knox County prohibits commercial burning as we are a non-attainment area according to EPA.

Open discussion on burning issue:

Mrs. Stevens reported “a huge brush pile” on Tempura and no knowledge of its planned disposition.  She noted that if someone complains about residential burning, it must be stopped.  The same is not true for developers.  

Mr. Marcum noted that an air curtain does not control the wind and when the wind is blowing, it is a nuisance at least a quarter mile away.  He reported that there is also a major issue of notice.  Most recent notice received from developer never even mentioned burning and it went on for nearly 30 days without being stopped despite complaints

Board noted that we need a comprehensive look at all possible types of burning and various alternatives.  Also the city has no jurisdiction on state or federal property and Anderson County does not restrict any kind of burning.

Motion to table discussion to date certain, August 6, 2008.  Maker: Pat Fain, passed.

High School Report: Mike Burns

John Byrd continues to pursue grants for wetlands.  Nothing much happening now as school is out.

DOE Report: David Page… see above re: burning/chipping

Further discussion re: agenda items.  Board noted that we often get notices of happenings with DOE and that our role is either not clear or they come too late for us to adequately discuss and make recommendations.  Also many announcements handed out at meeting or contained in packets that are not timely.  Question as to the EQAB role and necessity of our discussion when we have little time; limited knowledge; and pertinence questionable.  

Motion: have chair review all requests for comment, evaluate for consideration and place on agenda at chair’s discretion.  Maker: Pat Fain, passed.

 Issues raised by Al’s resignation:

We have been informed by the city clerk that Jimmy Groton is now the chair and by virtue of this is also a member of the Local Oversight Committee.  This is an organization established under an agreement between the state and DOE.  They wanted oversight by a local group to look at cleanup of DOE site.  There is a large membership and a budget from the state of $100,000+.  There is also a citizen’s advisory council, an Executive Director and administrative staff.  The LOC meets every other month on the last Thursday at 2pm,

Jimmy will be the member, but we need an alternate as well.  This committee is worth participating in and is a way to connect with people outside of Oak Ridge.  Choosing an alternate will be on the agenda for August.

Stewardship Team: we also need to name someone to this function.  This deals with legacy (nuclear waste) issues.  They meet monthly, 3rd Tuesday, 5:30pm at the DOE Center next to Tractor Supply.  A law was passed last year that requires all of the records of “legacy” to be recorded at the state.  There are many unrecorded dump and contamination sites on the reservation at this time.  No volunteers.  To be on agenda for August.

Green Initiative/ICLEI Report: Athanasia Senecal, staff intern

Currently still gathering data; is scheduled for software training July 24, 2008; is using the Local Government Operations Standard Protocol, in addition to ICLEI-specific inventorying guidelines, to complete the emissions inventory.  

Talked to City Manager Mr. O’Connor; we are to recommend a policy for the city.  

There are some training concerns.  Progress toward greening the city involves inventory of emissions, reduction of carbon footprint and tiered strategies and short-term/long-term goals.

It was suggested that for a sustainability definition we might look at the one Knoxville adopted.  Also noted that we need to set up a schedule of meeting times for the working group.

Athanasia announced that she will remain a part-time employee of the city once school starts. 
July 21 is the next date for meeting of the Work Group on Sustainability.

Meeting adjourned 10: 15 pm  

