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Members Present:




Members Absent:

Joe Wood





Mike Burns, excused

Robert Kennedy

Jimmy Groton

Joan Nelson

Pat Imerato

Chuck Agle

Fred Stephens

Clare Freeman

Pat Fain

Visitors:

Wayne Harmon, Waste Connections of TN

Douglas McGill, Waste Con.

Benson Henry, Waste Con.

Edward Bales, Jr., Advanced Polymer Recycling

Atul Nanda, Recycle Bank

Tom Hernandez, Recycle Bank

Ellen Smith, City Council

Kerry Saltmarsh, Sustainable Futures

Eleanor Stevens

Staff: Athanasia Senecal

Meeting called to order by Chairman, quorum established.  7pm

Chair called for establishment of the Agenda.  Members agreed to move presentation on Oak Ridge recycling to front of agenda.

Presentation:

The presentation was made by three companies who currently are planning a presentation to the City Council next month.  These companies are Waste Connections, that currently provide contracted garbage and recycling pick up for the city; Advanced Polymer Recycling, that buys the recycled material collected from Waste Connections, sorts, packages and resells to industry; and Recycle Bank, a Canadian company that sponsors incentive rewards to homeowners based on the gross amount of recycled material collected.

Waste Collections announced that as of October 1, they will be collecting curbside a full array of recyclables including #1-7 plastics, plastic bags, newspapers, miscellaneous paper, phone books, cardboard and other materials.  They will continue to use the 18 gallon containers, pending expansion and new contract with the city.

They propose to have 65 gallon rolling, lidded carts for every household to be collected curbside by new trucks with mechanical lifting/dumping.  These new carts will have an imbedded microchip that will be automatically read at the truck.  The weight of the contents will be recorded and registered to the customer and the aggregate weight will be accumulated by computer so that awards to the customer can be issued periodically.  The awards will be in the form of coupons sanctioned by local business to be redeemed at each participating business.  Waste Connections will contract with Recycle Bank to handle the entire awards program.

Waste Connections proposes to spend $2million for trucks and rolling containers and to have an additional charge added to the monthly garbage bill of each household to amortize that cost over several years.  When costs are fully paid (several years) the carts will become the property of the customer.

Recycle Bank listed a number of national companies that already participate in their program (Coca Cola, Kraft, Staples, Dunkin Donuts, Home Depot, IKEA, etc.)  They anticipate that recycling participation will increase from the current 45% to 80% and that single stream collection will go from 1420 tons to 4658 tons monthly.  It was pointed out that the state has a mandate to decrease material put into landfills by 25%.  This program, when fully implemented will save in excess of 3 million gallons of oil annually just in Oak Ridge.  The Recycle Bank program will have a monthly cap of 180 pounds per household and homeowners will be notified of they persist in putting contaminated material into the recycle bins and could be removed from recycle pickup for abuse.

Regular Agenda Resumed:

Minutes: Minutes approved  from July 10, 2008

School Report: Clare Freeman

Construction is still going on.  Dedication will be the 18th.  There is a problem with the manner in which the parking lot has been designed.  A major bottleneck is anticipated.  Students are not happy about the current limits on what can be recycled and should want to participate more with the increase in materials now going to be picked up.  There is a question of the mechanism for participation between Waste Connections and the high school.  Clare will look into how this works and report back.  Board expressed continued concern about stream health as that is at a standstill due to construction.

DOE related:, no report

Planning Commission: Chuck Agle: 

The site plan for the Holiday Inn Express and Woodland Center has been approved.  We can expect a major tree clearing.  Construction time is unknown.  City rules/policy on burning in the commercial/residential area unknown.  Board expressed concern that no burning be allowed here.

Communications: Jimmy Groton

Jimmy has been in communication with Steve Byrd, City Engineer, who is asking that we participate in making recommendations on landscaping.  He will come to an EQAB meeting in September or October.  TDOT has committed to use money originally for walls around the now eliminated maple trees on the turnpike, for revegetation.

SPECIAL PROJECTS:

Green Policy: Athanasia Senecal

A matrix has been prepared and attached to these minutes on progress in data collection.  All governmental data has been collected.  However, the city has not been keeping vehicle miles data.  The amount of raw data is massive and will require analysis and interpretation in order to input accurately into the ICLEI software.  This is a time intensive task as the data and the software are not at all synchronized.  There is an outstanding question on ownership/control of the school system that must be resolved in meeting with city attorney in order to accurately enter into software.  The police data will be presented in another manner due to restrictions under Homeland Security laws.  TVA has a study under way that will also provide data to us.  They will provide data and recommendations as finalized.  They do report that the cost of coal is up128% since January.

List Serve: Robert Kennedy

The List Serve is currently up, but not visible to outsiders.  Board gave consent to make it public and that will be done tonight.  Method of having attachments was discussed.  We will add PDF capability at this time and assess the need for Word attachments.

Outdoor Burning Policy: Pat Imperato

Currently there is no ordinance or policy defining a public nuisance or outright banning fires.  She has been in close contact with citizens concerned with this matter and recommends that EQAB make a formal recommendation to the City Manager that the city policy be amended to (1) require that someone always be in attendance on all active fires and (2) that adequate and appropriate notification be given when burning will take place.   It was advised by visitor that previous notices were placed in mailboxes without postage and the route mail carrier removed them.

Discussion  covered: stopping all burning based on both fire safety and air quality problems; get a list of what comparison cities are doing; bring in people to talk to us about the use of shredders; make this a part of the ICLEI sustainability model.

Motion: Pat Imperato, passed unanimously

The EQAB finds that the current city Administrative Policy and Procedure Manual on Controlled Burning Permits does not give adequate protection to adjacent and nearby homeowners for permitted burning using an Air Curtain Destructor. EQAB recommends that the policy be amended to require that: 


(1) The fire must be supervised constantly by a responsible person until the fire is completely extinguished and smoke entirely dissipated

(2) A minimum of seven day written notification of the intended use of an Air Curtain Destructor must be mailed to owners and occupants of all properties within 1000 feet of the entire property where the fire is to be conducted. The same owners and occupants must receive written notification 36 hours prior to commencement of burning. 

Board noted that this is only the first recommendation from us and that there will be more as we develop more information in the future.

Unfinished business: we did not have time to take up choosing an alternate for LDC and member for stewardship committee.  These will be on next month’s agenda.  

The working group on sustainability reported on proposed timelines, but already those are not going to work.  Will meet again August 11.

New Business:

There was discussion of our support for the presentation on recycling and as EQAB meets again before this issue will be presented to City Council, we will hold further action until our next meeting in September.

Adjourned: 10pm

