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Minutes
Meeting called to order by Pat Fain, presiding in absence of Jimmy Groton, at 7:11 pm.

Quorum established.

Members Present:

Pat Fain

Joe Wood

Mike Burns

Robert Kennedy

Chuck Agle

Joan Nelson

Members Absent:

Clare Freeman, excused
Fred Stephens, excused
Pat Imperato, excused
Jimmy Groton, excused
Guest:

Ellen Smith, City Council
David Bolt, Sustainable Future
Harvey Abouelata, Sustainable Future
Joan Nelson appointed to serve as recording secretary.

Two additions to the agenda as requested by Robert Kennedy.

Under Special Projects

(1a) a quick & dirty cost-benefit analysis regarding single-stream recycling in Oak Ridge, per Joe's and Fred's comments at the last meeting

(1b) proposing a motion to recommend the single-stream plan to Council;

Under New Business

(2) Consideration of change in gray water usage at private residences.  Proposing a motion to reach out to the Plumbing Board, as a preparatory step to implementing changes to the building code to make irrigating with gray water legal. 
Minutes from August 7, 2008 were approved.
October 4 there will be a Solar Tour conducted by Sustainable Future.
Representatives David Bolt and Harvey Abouelata from Sustainable Future gave a presentation on how their company reduces carbon emissions by reducing energy use in buildings. Their strategies emphasize auditing energy usage, education, changes in behavior that can immediately reduce energy use by 10%, improvements that can lead to another 30% reduction.  They would like to work with Oak Ridge on a pilot project involving one of our municipal buildings.  They will pursue this in more detail and get back with EQAB.
Robert Kennedy has a business relationship with Sustainable Future and will not participate in any votes that may arise on the Board involving this company.

High School Report by Mike Burns:
Students at the high school are actively working to implement a recycling program.

No report on the stream improvement project.

No Report from DOE.  David Page was not present at the meeting.

Communications:

Attachment from Mark Scarbrough concerning methane production at waste facilities on West End of Oak Ridge.  Discussion followed about possible causes of odors and gases.   Robert Kennedy will speak with Gary Cinder about this situation.

Continuing discussion of burning policies in Oak Ridge:

Pat Fain and Ellen Smith met with Ken Krushinski concerning these policies.  Pat has been studying the International Fire Code and the Oak Ridge Administrative Manual.  The International Fire Code was updated in 2006.  The city procedures were last updated in the early 90’s.  The opinion of Ellen and Pat, after their discussion with Ken Krushinski, is that the city needs to fully review their procedure manual to bring it up to date and that ordinances may be needed, not just directives.  Particularly if the city requires notice of air curtain use to those within 1000 ft.  The Code states 50 ft.

No Planning Commission report.

Special Projects:
Athanasia sent an update on her work on the Green Project.  Attached.

Outdoor burning was covered under communication section.

Waste Connections/Recycle Bank:

Robert presented his calculations about the financial benefits to the city and the citizens.  The costs and benefits were discussed and following this discussion the Board voted unanimously in favor of the resolution proposed by Robert Kennedy.

“EQAB recommends to the City Council that the city adopt the “incentivized” single stream program.”

Reports on Committee Activities and External Organizations:

No report on LOC,

Ellen reported that there will be a household hazardous waste collection on Sept. 13.

New Business:

Discussed West End Sewer Plant under Communications.

Future presentations to EQAB considered.  Steve Byrd will visit in October.  He will talk about replanting trees on west end of the Turnpike. 

EQAB hopes to hear from groups in Oak Ridge promoting non-motorized activities in Oak Ridge.  Jimmy will be asked to arrange this for a future meeting.

Gray Water:  The current plumbing codes do not allow gray water, used water from sinks, tubs, dishwashers, laundry; to be diverted and used for irrigation in residential yards.  Continuing drought-like weather conditions could make this a smart “green” policy.  It does require good engineering practices.  Robert Kennedy reported that Brian Hayden, of Hayden Plumbing, is willing to pursue this with the Plumbing Board.  Dale Rector would be a good contact.
Meeting adjourned at 8:11 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
_________________________
Joan Nelson
