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Minutes


EQAB MINUTES

October 2, 2008

Present: 




Absent: 

Robert Kennedy



David Page

Clair 

Pat Fain

Pat Imperato

Jimmy Groton

Fred

Mike Burns

Joan Nelson

Joe Woods

Chuck Agle

Guests:

Ellen Smith, City Council

Steve Byrd, city engineer

The Agenda was amended and a quorum established

Clair’s presentation was moved to the front of the agenda as she had to leave early.  

ORHS has started an environmental club.  They have three goals: learning, activities and a monthly service project.  Concerning the stream project: the construction is technically ended and the club wants to work with EQAB to get the project going.  They will talk to the principal and Ms. Sobek about how to proceed. Also TVA has been reorganized and there is a need to identify person there to work with.  An alumni class has raised money for trees.  The recycling Committee at ORHS is interested in the school getting on board with the city’s project of single stream recycling.

Steve Byrd, City Engineer; special presentation:

Information on state road 95 giving general information and discussion of stage 2 were presented.  50 maple trees were cut down.  The 15 walls around the trees that are no longer needed would have cost $25-30,000.  TDOT has verbally committed to use this money for landscaping along stage 1.  The city would develop and carry out the plan after TDOT approves the plan.  Steve would like 2-3 people from EQAB to work with him in developing the plan.  The landscaping is 18-20 months out.  Discussion followed concerning consulting with UT arboretum, trees vs. shrubs vs. wild flowers vs. obstruction of traffic.  The need for a public meeting for further discussion was raised.  It was pointed out that EQAB is the designated city Tree Board.

Phase 1 is considered urban design is 4.2 miles in length and cost $26 million.  Phase 2 is considered rural design, is 2.8 miles from the guard station to the 58 interchange, will have a depressed median for drainage and will cost $12-15 million.

There is no de-vegetation or re-vegetation plan for phase 1.  The TDOT plan is for grass only.  The bid-letting for phase 2 is fall 2009.  No funds have yet to be appropriated for construction; right of way funds appropriated and currently in the design phase.  They are close to finalizing the design.  The current usage of phase 2 is 11,000 cars per day.  The trigger for reconstructing the road in the past was 15,000 cars per day.  

Elections: 

The newly elected officers for the 08-09 term are: 


Chair: Jimmy Groton


Vice-chair: Robert Kennedy


Secretary: Pat Fain

Planning Commission:

Chuck stated that the last meeting was cancelled.  Some discussion followed concerning stabilizing residential lots, compaction and water flow.

DOE: David Page absent

Note from City Manager O’Conner:

He stated that he was accepting one recommendation on burning and that the second recommendation on notification within 1000 feet needed further discussion. 
Sustainability Committee:
This committee of EQAB continues to be in fact-finding mode.  Athanasia is finalizing the first part (government report) of the ICLEI data collection and analysis.  

The policy section of the committee recommends to the EQAB that we hold a public forum; invite all local environmental groups, City Council members and the public for a discussion on sustainability and development of policy for recommendation to the Council.  The board decided to plan this for mid-January.  It was suggested that we have a keynote speaker.  Next committee meeting scheduled for October 27 in city Training Room.

Meeting adjourned: 8:45

_____________________________

Pat Fain, Secretary
