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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY BOARD

NOVEMBER 6, 2008

Minutes

Called to order at 7:08

Quorum established

Present:





Absent:

Chuck Agle





Jimmy Groton, excused

Mike Burns





Robert Kennedy, excused

Pat Fain

Clare Freeman

Pat Imperato

Joan Nelson

Fred Stephens

Carol Watson

Joe Wood 

Visitor:

Mark Wilson, ORRA 

In the absence of Chair Jimmy Groton and Vice-Chair Robert Kennedy, meeting chaired by Pat Fain, secretary.  Minutes recorded by Joan Nelson.

Newly appointed member Carol Watson introduced and welcomed.

Amendments to the agenda:

Clare requested that the high school report be moved forward in the schedule. The report from the high school will be given immediately following the approval of the minutes. Joe Wood made a motion that this be a permanent change in the agenda. The motion was seconded and approved by voice vote. 

Pat Fain requested that the proposed changes to the area at the Oak Ridge Marina be added to New Business. 

The minutes from previous meeting were approved.

High School Representative Report
Clare reported that the Student Council is operating a recycling program. Clare would like to see this become a single stream operation.

The Environmental Club is active. Their last speaker gave a presentation about organic farming. They have a goal of performing a service project every 9 weeks.

It is now time to reactivate our plans to help with plantings along the stream at the high school. Funding is needed. A representative of the Tennessee Stream Mitigation Project and representative from TVA both assessed the stream last year, during construction. It was recommended, at that time, that the best approach would be plantings along the stream bank to prevent erosion and establish a natural riparian zone.

Pat Imperato suggested the following events to be considered as service projects by the Environmental club.

January 17, Public Forum at the Civic Center, Sustainability (Green) Initiative

Great American Clean-Up (date to be ascertained.)

November 15, Cedar Barrens clean-up, at Jefferson Middle School

Presentation by Mark Wilson, Oak Ridge Rowing Association.

Mark explained the efforts to establish Oak Ridge as a venue for human powered sports. Team Oak Ridge, the present name, is an effort to create, develop, and promote Oak Ridge as a destination for sports such as rowing, biking, dragon boats,canoeing and kayaking.

He suggested that EQAB could have a role in this in the areas of recycling and creating venues that are environmentally responsible. Pat Imperato and Fred Stephens will give Mark contact information for people with experience and expertise in our area. 

No report on DOE-related matters.

Communications
Chuck informed us of the communication about the proposed transfer of land, former K-25 site, to CROET. Ind III PUD district, planned unit development for heavy industrial and commercial use. 

Planning Commission Report
Chuck Agle will keep us informed about the transfer to CROET and the zoning changes

as this information becomes available. 

Also, he showed us the Oak Ridge Draft Capital Improvements Program annual update, which lists the predicted allocation of funds for city properties and services. Pat Fain will request that Jackie make copies of this report available to EQAB members.

Special Projects
Sustainability Initiative

Pat Imperato presented the plans for the public forum on January 17. A separate report submitted by Pat will be attached. 

Outdoor burning will be addressed at the next meeting. 

No reports from External Organizations 

Nothing addressed under unfinished business. 

New business
1. Suggested discussion of marina area took place during the presentation my Mark Wilson.

2. Joe Wood volunteered to maintain a chart of action items, assignments, and follow-ups for EQAB. 

3. Pat Imperato will make request that the adjoining area of the building not be cleaned during the EQAB meeting. The noise is disruptive. 


Joan Nelson, recording secretary 





adjourned 9pm

11/17/08  

TO:  EQAB members

FROM:   Pat Imperato

RE:  Minutes of EQAB Subcommittee planning Public Forum on Sustainability Vision – 11/5/08

Present: Pat Fain, Erin Burns, Athanasia Senecal, Pat Imperato

Subcommittee discussed program and logistics for upcoming Public Forum 

Public Forum Logistics:  EQAB will host a Public Forum on Saturday, January 17, 2009 from 9 to 1 at the Oak Ridge Civic Center.  Athanasia is making arrangements.  Morning refreshments will be provided.  $300 budget has been approved by Jim O’Connor


Title:  Greening Oak Ridge:  A community forum for Shaping a Green Future.  

Agenda:

9:00 - 9:05       Jimmy Groton:  chair of EQAB – Welcome and Introductions

9:05 - 9:15       Mayor Beehan, Chair, TN Conference of Mayors - Oak Ridge’s   

                           Commitment to being a green sustainable community, Direction of City 

                           Council to EQAB – current accomplishments/green actions

9:15 - 9:25       Robert Kennedy or Ellen Smith:  Goals of Forum:  Public Input on Issues 

Related to Sustainability – Define usual definition on Sustainability, use of UCLEI model, eventual development of plan to reduce carbon footprint of Oak Ridge

a. inventory

b. set reduction goals 

c. make recommendations for action plans – economic analysis 

d. monitor 

9:25- 9:45        Plenary: Jim Frierson: Vice-Chair of Chattanooga Green Team – 

Chattanooga’s Climate Action Plan – the importance of public input

9:45 - 9:55     Athanasia – results of ECLEI model

9:55 - 10:05    Pat Imperato – logistics of Forum

10:05 - 10:15    Break

10:15 - 12:00
 Move into Roundtable Discussions – 15 minutes each session (5 minutes to move between    

  roundtables                       

12:00-1:00        Report on Roundtable Discussions



    Prioritization of recommendations



    Critical Issues



    Follow through

Roundtables

1. The Built Environment:  Land Use, Smart Growth, Zoning, Building Codes, Urban 

    Forest, Biodiversity

2. Air Quality and Transportation

3. Government Policy and Purchasing

4. Water Quality and Quantity 

5. Impact on Business 

6. Waste Reduction

7. Green Environment: Open Space, Brownfields

The challenges and need to educate the Public is assumed to be a part of each roundtable discussion group rather than have a separate roundtable on Educating the Public.

Handouts:  Sustainability Definition



ICLEI – 5 milestones




  Model results for municipal facilities






       Schools

                        Personal carbon footprint survey

Attendees will rotate through each roundtable.

Facilitators:  We are seeking facilitators for each roundtable.  They will receive background information based on the Chattanooga Climate Action Plan for their sessions.  However, this information is only to stimulate dialogue.  The facilitators’ primary goal is to gather the participants’ ideas on the session’s topic related to sustainability.

Invitees: Public via press releases, posters and special invitations will be sent stakeholders so that their expertise can be helpful to the roundtable discussions.  Athanasia will get mailing lists for public official, civic and environmental groups, check on Mayor’s availability.   Pat Imperato will draft an invitation.  Erin Burns will check on Jim Frierson’s availability.

Next Work Session for the Sub-Committee will be Nov. 19

