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December 4, 2008

Minutes

Members Present:



Members Absent:

Jimmy Groton




Mike Burns, excused

Fred Stephens




Clare Freeman, excused

Joan Nelson




Carol Watson, excused

Pat Fain




Joe Wood, excused

Robert Kennedy

Chuck Agle

Visitors:




City Staff:

Ellen Smith




Athanasia Senecal

Meeting called to order by chair, Jimmy Groton.  Quorum not present at 7pm.

The members present discussed the Earth Day and Secret City Festival and the interest of EQAB members in participating.

7:25 Quorum established and Agenda established.  There were no amendments to the Agenda.

Announcements:

1. The Forum sub committee will meet on Dec 15, 7pm.

2. AFORR has its annual meeting Dec. 9 at the 1st Presbyterian Church, everyone is invited

3. Greenways Oak Ridge meets next Wednesday evening Dec 10.

4. TCWP Holiday party is Thursday, Dec 11.

5. ORICL is offering a 5 part lecture series on city government, starting in February, Wednesday mornings 9:30 at Roane State.

Minutes:

Motion to accept the November minutes by Pat Imperato, second Robert Kennedy - Approved.

A question was asked about posting the minutes to the website.  The response was that they are there now.

School Report:
Both Clare Freeman and Mike Burns are absent.  Open discussion followed.  Pat Imperato went to a school based meeting organized by Linda Johnston (Earth Day Festival chair) to investigate coordination of recycling programs being done in the elementary and middle schools by the school personnel and volunteers.   They had a presentation by Jack Horner of Goodwill Industries who offered to take recyclables from the individual schools at no charge if they were placed in 90 gallon totes that they could automatically tip into their recycling truck.  Follow up discussions need to be done with the school district.  Allen Thacker (school district maintenance and operations manager) will help with the coordination. 

She stated that we need an action plan on energy, recycling and stream site to involve the students.  She asked if we should make a presentation to the school board to get money for energy audit of school buildings.  The board decided to bring this plus business involvement in recycling back to the board in March as an agenda item.

DOE Report:

David Page was absent and there was no report.

Plan of Work:

This is required by the City Council from us in late summer.  This is to be placed on the Agenda for July.

Planning Commission:

Report by Chuck Agle

Land transfer of reservation land is a new issue we need to get prepared to comment on in the Spring.

The Commission recently ruled that the development at the west end of the Centennial golf course at the top of the ridge must have bigger lots and work on preserving the trees.

The marina comes back to planning commission.  A staff schedule presented to City Council was rejected in favor of public meetings.  Also rejected was the awarding of a contract in 2009.  This will await the public hearings and planning process.

Special Project:

Report by Pat Imperato and Athanasia Senecal. The following report was made:

1. Robert Kennedy will do a press interview the week of Jan. 15

2. Joe Wood has designed formula for randomization for the round table series

3. Athanasia presented the current Task List and progress report; the invitation will be sent by regular mail and email. 

4. Distribution list was presented and discussed

5. Athanasia will write invitation to ICLEI, MTAS, and City of Knoxville 

6. Erin Burns is working on the poster

7. The announcement is on the website with one glitch to be worked out

8. Athanasia is researching grants for when we get to our recommendations for the City Council

9. The Agenda for the forum was presented and discussed

LOC Report:

Ellen Smith reported that she had attended their latest meeting.  They are trying to sort out waste business in west Oak Ridge and Roane County, but are having problems since 9 -11 as the public are no longer allowed to know what the permits contain. 

Anderson County Solid Waste:

Joan Nelson report:  there has not been a meeting since she was appointed to their board.

Old Business:

Burning Issue:  we have not heard from the city on our recommendation for notification within 1000 feet.  Chuck stated that there is some urgency as several new subdivisions are under consideration by the Planning Commission.  

Motion made by Pat Imperato, second Robert Kennedy: that EQAB direct Pat Fain to meet with Ken Krushenski and discuss an ordinance to prohibit open burning 100% by residential, commercial, industrial parties and all land developers. The only exception to be made is for campfires and barbecues.  Passed unanimously.

EQAB still has one open seat on the board.  We need to encourage applications.

New Business:

Jimmy has discussed electronic distribution of monthly packets.  At this time packets will continue to be mailed.

Next Meeting:  January 8, 2009

Meeting Adjourned 9:35

_____________________________
Pat Fain

Secretary
