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Minutes


EQAB MINUTES

February 5, 2009

Meeting called to order by Chair; 7:05 pm; Quorum established.

Introduction of Members and Visitors:

Members Present: 



Members Absent:

Jimmy Groton



Clare Freeman, excused

Pat Imperato

Robert Kennedy



Staff: Athanasia Senecal

Joan Nelson

Fred Stephens



Visitors:

Joe Wood




Bruce Nigh

Boyd Carter




Ken Krushenski, City Attorney

Mike Burns




Melissa Ashburn, MTAS Attorney

Pat Fain

Carol resigned from the board due personal reasons.

Noteworthy Meetings:

March 14 TCWB work day 

March 6, Arbor Day celebration in Oak Ridge; 10 am will plant tree at Glenwood School.

Minutes: deferred until after presentation by Melissa Ashburn

TENNESSEE OPEN MEETINGS LAW – Melissa Ashburn

When and where and to whom does the open meetings law apply?  It is based on the advice being given to a governing body.  How did the group get set up; how was it created and what is its function?  

A Meeting is any meeting or discussion that leads toward a decision of substance, e.g., any conversation about what is pending before the board.  Notice and opportunity is key.  The public must be aware so they can participate; date and topic for discussion must be announced; agenda must be published.  

What constitutes electronic notice?  Is a web page sufficient?  There is an attorney general opinion that says on line is not sufficient; that a multiplicity of methods (a variety) is required.  While a board need not advertise discussions of an administrative nature, there is a fine line between administrative and deliberative.  It is best to advertise all meetings as the line is too easy to cross.  

All discussions at any meeting should be recorded whether a quorum is present or not, including work session notes, even though they are not published.  Open records law applies to every member; this includes notes and all emails.  If a discussion is had illegally outside of a public/published meeting, the remedy for this is to have the full discussion later at a published meeting.  Just mentioning that the discussion took place and stating the results is not sufficient.  The actual discussion must be completely redone.  A list-serve discussion violates the law; only administrative discussions should be done on the list-serve.

An agenda can be amended without notice unless someone contests this.  The link to the MTAS site for further documents is www.mtas.tennessee.edu .  

A motion was made by Joe Wood that a permanent item for each meeting be added to the agenda to review and update the status of all open action items before this board.  Seconded by Robert Kennedy. Passed voice vote.

Minutes:

Motion to approve as amended by Pat Imperato, second Joe Wood, approved voice vote.

School Report: Mike Burns

Mike stated that he would try to get volunteers from the school for Earth Day.  The recycling is going well.  There is nothing yet about Recycle Day.  He will bring this up at the next Student Council meeting.  Pat Imperato will email information to Mike about Keep Anderson County Beautiful and said that they could supply gloves, bags, safety vests to the students.  There was a question as to what we should do about old green recycle containers. No one had this answer.

DOE:

No report.  Jimmy said that he had confirmed this with David Page.

Communications:

Several public notices were read.  On Feb 24; 7pm there will be a public hearing by DOE Oversight Office concerning notice to expand the license for recycling of out of county waste by Duratek and Energy Solutions LLC.  Also, the clean up annual report for the reservation was just published.

Planning Committee: Chuck Agle

Chuck reminded us about the second Marina Forum on March 5th at 6:00pm.  He will send us a schedule of all Planning Committee meetings for the next 3-4 months.

Greening Committee: Pat Imperato

The upcoming work sessions are scheduled for Feb.7 and 19 and March 2.  Jimmy sent a letter to City Manager O’Connor summarizing the recommendations from the forum.  Pat went to the Council Night Out and talked to the council members there about the forum.  We now have to decide how we will prioritize the nearly 500 comments we received.  Joe Wood recommended a system called Pair-Wise Comparison and offered to lead the group through this process.  He stated this would help us get a mission statement and to develop objectives. Pat Imperato recommended that each person develop a list of objectives for the session they covered.  Fred offered to put all comments onto a spread sheet for further analysis.

Athanasia: reported on what she has been working on:
1. She has analyzed the forum surveys and is exploring educational opportunities for EQAB, suggesting that the board host community events at no cost by participating with small businesses.

2. Staff wants two EQAB members to meet with the IT department to discuss EQAB’s presence on the city’s website.  Staff is reviewing short-term and long-term solutions to dealing with concerns regarding the website.   

3. Fred and Robert will meet with city staff to discuss website usability and content.

4. UT Institute for Sustainability link will be sent by Robert.

5. Athanasia continues to have conference calls with ICLEI.

6. OPEN BURNING issue: Pat Fain and Athanasia will continue to work on this.

Earth Day: Joan Nelson

Joan passed around a sign up sheet for working on Earth Day.  The theme of this year’s Earth Day is Pollution in East Tennessee.  Joan made a motion that our theme for Earth Day will be ICLEI and our Carbon Footprint.  Second Passed voice vote.

New Business:

Fred asked to add an agenda item for next month to discuss setting priorities for possible spending re: Greening recommendations.

The Tennessee Exotic Pest Plant Council will participate in national Weed Awareness week, Feb. 22-28.  Discussion followed on how to encourage city in similar event.  Motion: Jimmy; Ask Council to declare March 8-15 as Invasive Pest Plant Awareness Week.  Second Pat Fain. Passed voice vote.  Jimmy is to write letter to council.

Adjourned 10pm

_____________________________
Pat Fain
