EQAB Minutes

March 12, 2009

Meeting called to order by Chair, Jimmy Groton.  Quorum established, 7pm.

Special guests were welcomed to the meeting.  The Oak Ridge WagaWaga-Lego Kids came to share their competition success and their report on the Environment.  

Members Present:


Members Absent: 

Joan Nelson



Mike Burns

Fred Stephens


Clare Freeman

Joe Wood

Jimmy Groton

Pat Imperato. 

Pat Fain

Robert Kennedy

Boyd Carter

Staff:

Athanasia Senecal

Guests: 

Michael Zheluder, Linden Elem. 

Luke Buckner, Robertsville Middle

Eli Clayton, Linden Elem.

Andreas Franco, Robertsville Middle

Randy Foster, ETEA

Stan Lee Duncan, ETEA

Kara Clayton

David Sperry

Norma Franco

Bruce Nigh

John Gunning

Ellen Smith, City Council

Members agreed to let the WagaWaga kids go first and they gave an excellent report on their building of a robot, work on environmental education and their association with a sister project in WagaWaga, Austrailia.

Announcements: 

Saturday, 9-11am, volunteer day, meet Jefferson Middle School

DOE:

Jimmy talked to David who reported two issues:

1. The cleanup on the reservation and demolition of old buildings, will be accelerated due to more money from the stimulous package.

2. The environmental assessment notice has gone out on ED4 concerning transfer of land and facilities for mixed use for public hearing Spring 2009.

Planning Committee:Chuck Agle

Chuck reported on the waterfront development public forum and noted that many EQAB members attended.

Athanasia Senecal: 

The scheduled joint meeting with City Council will take place on April 20 at 6:30.  The purpose is to make a report on the ICLEI/Greening progress by EQAB.  All members are requested to attend.

Athanasia has spoken to Library personnel about using their meeting room for joint public training on sustainability with other community groups and they are on board with that idea.

Athanasia reported on her involvement with Earth Day and reported that they are stressing not giving out plastic water-filled bottles.  Discussing other options.

Our sustainability work days scheduled are March 17 and 31 as of now.  May need another in between those.

Discussion of what to have ready for the meeting with Council.  Discussed the need to come to consensus on basic ideas: status of where we are; status of forum; provision of information on status and ask for input on tactics.  Do we need a written report for the 20th.  Consensus is that we do and that Athanasia can begin the writing, starting with the ICLEI assessments she has made.  We need to make preliminary recommendations with long, medium and short term strategies of our priorities.

We need a summary and conclusions of the Pair-Wise exercise and the mission statement developed for the project.  Joe Wood will write this part.

Web Page: 

Fred, Athanasia and Ellen met with the city’s IT Dept and Steve Jenkins.  They were helpful, but have limited resources.  They have recently hired a person for content management.  Each department has its own area and site on the web, but there is no overall coordination and structure manager in charge of this area.  Fred has agreed to assist with the development of the page and to see that appropriate content is added to the page as appropriate.

E. TN Earth Day Alliance Report:

Stan Duncan reported that Earth Day will be April 25th.  They would like us to keep them informed as to our participation and what it will look like.  They will provide all PR to press on our content.  Visions Magazine will devote a whole issue to Earth Day.  They requested that we submit an article and will let us know the deadline that will be pretty soon.  They anticipate over 10,000 participants based on last year.  They want to leverage this initiative to target younger families and get them more involved and educated about going green and sustainability.

LOC meetings:

Jimmy is the liason, but it is hard to attend their meetings that are all in the middle of the day.

Solid Waste:

There will be a household hazardous waste collection in April. Watch for dates in paper.

New Business:

Discussion on distribution of information to EQAB members.  Fred Stephens moved and Robert Kennedy seconded motion: that EQAB distribute the minutes and agenda electronically for the members use and the city can distribute all information through its regular methods to all other parties that require notice.  Passed unanimously.

Old Business: 

Jimmy reported that he met with the Oak Ridge Turnpike Landscape Committee, hosted by Steve Byrd.  There is only $25,000 to spend to compensate for the tree removal on the Turnpike.  The anticipated completion date of construction in July 2010.  They want to begin to install vegetation this year however.  They need to submit a plan to TDOA by this summer.  The options for vegetation landscaping is limited due to utility 10 foot buffers; overhead 30 foot buffers; landscaping ordinances that prohibit planting in easements.  At the next meeting they are to come up with a wish list of species.  Underground utilities expect completion in about 2 months.  It is possible to partner with other groups  and use the money for leverage on additional plants.  Plants in the median are now on hold. Urban forestry grants that require a 50-50 match are coming up soon  and Jimmy will followup with Josh Hedrick Jon Hetrick to get the grant written.

Ellen reported that it has been announced that Phase 2 (final phase) of Turnpike development will receive stimulous money.  Members expressed dismay at the thought of the truck traffic increase and what that will do the quality of life and air quality and to our carbon footprint.  There was a discussion about how to protest this and a resolution was discussed.  Pat Fain agreed to write a draft resolution.  Also the budget committee of the Council will be done with its analysis of the budget soon.

Meeting adjourned 9:30pm.

