APPROVED
Environmental Quality Advisory Board

Minutes

June 4, 2009

Call to Order: Quorum established: 7pm

Members Present:



Members Absent:

Jimmy Groton, Chair


Pat Imperato, excused

Robert Kennedy, Vice Chair

Mike Burns, excused

Fred Stephens



Joe Wood, excused

Boyd Carter

Joan Nelson




Staff:

Pat Fain, Secretary



Athanasia Senecal

Bruce
Nigh


l

Chuck Agle

Guests Present:

Ray Evans

Bob Leicht

Bill Pappano

Laura Davis, Asst. Fire Chief

Eugene Lackey

Anne Dunthorne

Linda Brown

Richard Chinn

Ryan Chinn

Wayne Clark

Parker Hardy

Leon Lawson

Ellen Smith

Amendments to the Agenda:

Chair’s request to move the Open Burning issue to the top of the agenda.  No objections from members.

Bill Pappano, a homeowner, commented as follows: Mr Pappano lives in Rivers Run and has called the fire department on several occasions concerning burning in the property still under development and construction over a period of three years or more.  He stated that there are no penalties in the code; that the burning takes place with and without permits; supervision only happens when someone calls the fire department; illegal substances are being burned regularly such as wall board; the fire department comes and puts out fires when called; it is the same developer over and over; he only hears excuses; we live in an air quality non-compliant zone; he does not understand the need for any open burning.

Ray Evans, developer/builder: Mr. Evans explained that the Chamber of Commerce, Developer’s Forum is a loose confederation that offers opinions on proposals and issues.  He noted that EQAB has been discussing burning since January 2008 and he asked that our issues be clarified and that the Forum members were interesting in discussing alternatives.  He also asked for clarification as to whether EQAB was also concerned with controlled burning such as using an air curtain destructor.

Richard Chinn, commercial developer/builder: Mr Chinn commented that the reason for open burning is that large trees cannot be chipped and that there is no place readily available to deposit chips; no one will take stumps; it is very expensive to haul debris to land fill.  He also stated that there should be a penalty for non compliance material being burned.

Mr. Pappano: commented that Centennial Bluff was developed with no burning whatsoever.

Linda Brown: commented that “some of us do it right and we need a penalty for those who do it illegally.”

Laura Davis, Asst. Fire Chief: the biggest impact is on infill areas; that is where most of the complaints come from; there were lots of complaints about Mr. Clark’s land; despite air destructor, there was still smoke; it is an air quality problem; the state will fine on illegal burns and illegal material; ORFD inspects on all permitted burns; it is the illegal burns that are the problem; public must call or the ORFD will not know that a burn is taking place.

Fred Stephens: commented that contractors need to control and be responsible for the subs they hire and that there are new fines from EPA of up to $25,000 depending on the size.

Pat Fain: commented that EPA is going to require full compliance as a non-attainment area in less than one year and then burning even the legal stuff will be a problem.

Richard Chinn: commented that the cost of disposal is prohibitive… $250 per load plus cost of dumping.

Ray Evans: commenting on Clark’s Preserve: They were hoping that the sale of marketable timber would offset development costs; the market for lumber is down and just broke even on sale of timber; also the first air destructor pit did not work, was relocated further away from existing homes and again did not work.  Lessons learned: dry material, no smoke; fresh, green, wet material lots of smoke so material needs to set a while before burning; fire needs to be located as far away from residences as possible; prevailing wind and barometric pressure are influencing factor.  Mr. Evans also commented that he has talked to people who use chippers and they consume a lot of fuel, are very noisy and generate lots of fine particles into the air; there are pros and cons about chippers.  Although there are 26 acres at Clark’s preserve, they cleared only 2 ½ acres for roads and platted lots.

Robert Kennedy: discussed new technology of burning biomass for fuel and the prospects of being able to find a new market based on purchase of biomass matter in Oak Ridge within a couple of years.

Ray and Linda: both stated that they have dumpsters on site for their projects and no need to burn refuse from their construction.

Ellen Smith, Council mbr: asked why not use propane heaters in the cold months instead of open warming fires.

Bruce Nigh:  stressed that concerning issues of unauthorized burns, the contractors need to hold the subs accountable.

Mr. Pappano: suggested that all builders need to post a bond and that they need to pay when fire trucks are called out in illegal burn situations.

Linda Brown: stated that the gib big issue right now is where to put the cleared material.

Leon Lawson, developer: stated that although the problem may be solved in 2-3 years by a market for biomass, the intervening time remains unresolved.

8:30 end open meeting with Developer’s Forum.

Business: 

Minutes approved as amended.

Highschool: no report

DOE: Ellen Smith reported on discussion of a Manhatten Site: National Park project.  DOE and Skip Gosling, DOE historian are interested in a distributed-site park such as those found in New Mexico and Washington state.  The local hang-up seems to be concerns about contamined ground in Oak Ridge.

Planning Commission: Chuck Agle

Chuck reported that there will be another public meeting on plans for the Marina.

Special Projects:  
1. Sustainability: Pat Fain reported on the progress toward writing a report on the greening project.

2. Group discussion on recommendation to City Manager that we recommend the new position on Sustainability be placed so as to report directly to the city manager.  Consensus of group that Jimmy write a letter to city manager expressing this recommendation.

3. Secret City Festival under way with Joan Nelson as coordinator.  EQAB will have a booth and members signed up to man the booth.

4. EQAB website: Fred reported that a lot has been added to the website recently and that there is better/new organization.

5. Jimmy reported on the SR95 landscape committee.  This group met for a final time today and he presented the plan to the board.

Reports on External Organizations:  

LOC: Boyd Carter agreed to act a EQAB representative to this group.

Old Business: 

Jimmy appointed an ad hoc committee on the Marina.  The members will be Jimmy Groton, Mike Burns, Pat Fain and Fred Stephens.  

New Business:  

EQAB Budger Budget:  The EQAB request for a budget ot $2500 per year is on hold, but we can request funds if needed for any of our projects.

Next work session: 6-17-09

Next regular meeting 7-9-09  change due to holiday.

Adjourned: 10pm

