Minutes of the Environmental Quality Advisory Board

January 7, 2009

Submitted by Joan Nelson, Recording Secretary

Members attending:

Chuck Agle

Jimmy Groton

Pat Imperato

Robert Kennedy

Joan Nelson

Joe Wood 

Fred Stephens

Staff:

Athanasia Senecal

Absent:

Mike Burns, excused

Boyd Carter, excused

Pat Fain, excused

Bruce Nigh, excused

Courtney Walls, excused

Visitor:

Lou Arnold, guest observer from the League of Women Voters

Meeting called to order by Jimmy Groton at 7:02

Quorum established.

Our visitor was welcomed.   Joan Nelson was recognized as Recording Secretary.  Amendments made to minutes and the minutes approved as amended.

Announcements:

Also covered in communications, the upcoming meeting on Tuesday, January 26, 2010 of the National Park Service, Manhattan Project Sites Special Resources Study, Open House at the

DOE Public Information Center, 475, Oak Ridge Turnpike, 1-3 pm and 6-8 pm.  As of now, only Los Alamos is being considered for a national park.

Joe Wood explained the format of the action items and members were asked to update it.

No presentation 

No report from high school representatives

Jimmy Groton reported on the Environmental Assessment released in December, 2009, for a 5,000 acre parcel in northwest area of ORR. (DOE/EA-1640)  This information is available in the Public Involvement publication or online at www.oakridge.doe.gov.  

EQAB received a communication from Ellen Smith, Oak Ridge City Council member, concerning the proposed development at Elza Gate.  A citizen has expressed concern that the mature trees with extensive root systems will be fatally damaged by the proposed development.  Ellen suggests in her communication that the development be reviewed by the city Tree Board, which is EQAB, because this concern has merit.

Manhattan Project Sites Special Resources Study Newsletter will be available for review at the meeting January 26, previously mentioned under announcements.

Athanasia Senecal reported that Gary Cinder has been appointed the interim City Manager.  Jim O'Connor has accepted another position.

Athanasia Senecal is now employed full time by the City of Oak Ridge as a Community Development Specialist working with Kathryn Baldwin.  Athanasia's hours are Monday-Friday, 8-5.  She is still the staff representative for EQAB.

Over 100 people, according to the Oak Ridger, attended the Pedestrian/Bicycle Advisory Committee on January 5th.  Fred, who was added to the Committee recently,  was a discussion leader and Athanasia Senecal was a scribe.  Joan Nelson and Robert Kennedy were participants.

Pat Imperato made a motion that Fred Stephens represent EQAB on the Pedestrian/Bicycle Advisory Board and that Chuck Agle act as alternate.  Robert Kennedy seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.

No report from the Planning Commission.

It was noted that the land transfer of the property at the Horizon Center from CROET to the IDB was approved.

An EQAB work session is planned for January 14 beginning at 6 pm to continue work on the Oak Ridge Climate Action Plan.  Athanasia Senecal will email matrices 11 and 17 to members so they can be prepared to identify and prioritize actions.  Two questions to be answered are one, will this action reduce greenhouse gases (GHG) and two, can this action be quantified so it can be used in the iterations of the ICLEI models to meet agreed upon reduction goals of GHGs.

Jimmy Groton met with Kathryn Baldwin to discuss Athanasia Senecal's role with EQAB and the Climate Action Plan.

Jimmy Groton reported that city staff can be available to help with the formatting and production of the document.

Four of the seven City Council members have given comments to Jimmy Groton following the work session on November 23rd.

No discussion of outdoor burning.

EQAB website.  The greenoakridge.net or greenoakridge.org site is only a path or pointer to the city website and has no content of its own.  It costs less that 15 dollars a year to maintain those domain names.  It is still to be determined whether that name will remain ours and who will update the information on the website.

Jimmy Groton will appear at the City Council meeting next week to represent both TWCP and EQAB as the Council votes on the Invasive Weed Awareness Week Proclamation for the second week in February.  

Under reports on external organizations Pat Imperato asked if EQAB was interested in joining Keep Anderson County Beautiful in a tree planting program.  No action taken.

Earth Day meeting January 29.

Jimmy Groton will update the annual work plan to submit to Council.  He distributed a previous plan to members of EQAB.

EQAB received a copy of a  memorandum of understanding dated December 30, 2009 establishing a Regional Integrated Transportation Project Within the Oak Ridge Energy Corridor which will be an item at the January 11th City Council meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20.  Deliberations were abbreviated because of concerns about icy road conditions. 

Submitted by Joan Nelson, Recording Secretary

January 9, 2010

February 4, 2010

