Minutes of the Environmental Quality Advisory Board

February 4, 2010

Submitted by Joan Nelson, Recording Secretary

Members attending:

R. Boyd Carter

Mike Burns

Pat Fain

Jimmy Groton

Pat Imperato

Robert Kennedy

Joan Nelson

Fred Stephens

Joe Wood

Absent:

Chuck Agle

Bruce Nigh

Courtney Walls

City Staff:

Athanasia Senecal

DOE representative:

David Page

Visitor:

Lou Arnold, League of Women Voters

Meeting called to order by Jimmy Groton at 7:03.  A quorum was established.

Our visitor was welcomed.  

Joan Nelson was recognized as Recording Secretary.

Announcements:

1.  EQAB work session on February 10, 6:30 in the City Manager's conference room.

2.  Program by Harry Quarles of ORNL Environmental Sciences Division on invasive pest plants and their management on February 25 at 7 pm in the Craft Room at the Oak Ridge Civic Center.

3.  Arbor Day, March 5 at 10:00 am at Woodland.  Groton encouraged EQAB members to attend if they are able.

The minutes for January 7, 2010 were approved as amended.

No presentation.

Report from Mike Burns, the High School Representative:

1.  Burns will speak to Mrs. Sobek about the Environmental Club providing volunteers for Earth Day on April 24.

2.  The recycling program at the high school is going well.

3.  Pat Imperato reports that she talked with Courtney Walls about the Environmental Club helping with the Great American Clean-Up March 15-18.

Report from David Page on DOE related matters:

1.  Funds from American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) are being used to remove between 300-400 old buildings as part of an environmental clean-up project.

2.  DOE is participating in a multi-agency study of the use of native grasses as cellulosic-based fuels.  Switch grass is being grown at the Horizon Center as stock for a pilot ethanol plant at UT.

3. TDEC and TWRA  propose to conduct a study of the ranging area of deer on the reservation.  The deer would be fitted with collars with GPS units and tracked by satellite.

4.  At present there are many grants for energy efficiency and renewable energy technologies.

Groton brought several publications for review by EQAB members.

Report from Athanasia Senecal, City Staff:

1.  Single stream recycling has begun at the Municipal Building and is going well.

2.  Recycling at the Central Services Complex is in its sixth month.  If recycling continues at its present rate, it is projected that the Complex will recycle 8 tons of material annually.

3.  The Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Committee met and reviewed recommendations from the public forum.

No report from the Planning Commission.

Sustainability Initiative and Climate Action Plan:

1.  Pat Fain attended a budget meeting where Jack Scuggs had a presentation on street lights.  This is timely information for the Climate Action Plan and Senecal offered to obtain the

presentation for us to review.

2.  No discussion of outdoor burning.

3.  Groton will pay to continue the link to the EQAB website on CORTN.  Groton will discuss future actions with city staff.

4.  Robert Kennedy has spoken with Gary Cinder about the continuing odor problem on the west end of town.

5.  Kennedy announced that Tetra Tech has scheduled a tour of the waste water facility

on February 10 at 11:30.  Meet at the Big Turtle Park.  Imperato and Nelson plan to join the tour.

6.  Groton will schedule a meeting with the interim City Manager, Gary Cinder,  to review the tasks assigned to EQAB when Oak Ridge joined ICLEI.

7.  At the workshop on February 10, EQAB will continue the writing of the Climate Action Plan by studying 17 and 21 of the matrices already compiled.  Kennedy handed out a worksheet with details on the 10 discrete quantifiable items for the Climate Action Plan.  This will also be addressed at the upcoming workshop.

8.  Dates need to be set for completion of the Climate Action Plan and a Public Forum.

9.  TCWP providing refreshments for the Invasive Weed Awareness Week event. Nelson will also contribute.

No report on Local Oversight Committee.

Imperato reported that Keep America Beautiful is continuing its efforts toward a city plan for tree planting but that this will be a long term project.

Other projects-Earth Day on April 24.  Imperato and Nelson are committed to jobs with the organizing committee and will not be able to assume responsibility for the EQAB booth this year.

Unfinished Business:

A report was submitted dealing with concerns expressed that the development at Elza Gate will damage mature trees.  The plan prepared by Josh Collins department seemed adequate to EQAB members.

New Business:

1.  Groton submitted a proposed work plan for EQAB for 2010.  EQAB members committed to do a detailed review of the plan and to submit possible changes to Groton by Feb. 17 so they could be included on the agenda for the March meeting.

2.  It was suggested that an annual report to City Council be compiled from published minutes and the action item reports that Wood maintains.  To be included would be a report of how many meetings and workshops EQAB members attended.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm.

Submitted by Joan Nelson

March 4, 2010 Approved

