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Minutes, January 22, 2009


Oak Ridge Municipal Planning Commission


Regular Meeting


January 22, 2009

TIME:


7:30 p.m.

PLACE:

Court Room, Municipal Building

PRESENT:
Terry Domm, Chuck Agle, Kelly Callison, Charlie Hensley, Suzanne Koehler, Claudia Lever, Pat McMillan, Stacy Myers, Jane Shelton

ABSENT:
Linda Brown

ALSO 




PRESENT:
Kathryn Baldwin, Kahla Gentry, Bob Walker, Duane Brewer, Eddie Hair

Terry Domm, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

Summary of Action

Approval of Agenda

A report from the waterfront development committee was added following Business Items on the agenda.

Approval of Minutes

Ms. Lever moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held December 18, 2008.

(Motion 1)



Mr. McMillan seconded the motion, passed 9-0.

Consent Agenda:

Dr. Myers moved that the Consent Agenda be approved as presented.  

(Motion 2)
 



Ms. Lever seconded the motion, passed 9-0, thereby:

· Approving a one year extension of the Letter of Credit to complete improvements at Crossroads at Wolf Creek.

· Approving the January bond report.

Business Items:

Zoning Ordinance Amendment to Update FEMA Flood Maps

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is in the process of providing updated Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) and flood insurance studies. FEMA requires the City to adopt the updated maps by ordinance in order to remain in the FEMA flood insurance program. The maps that have been updated include portions of the City of Oak Ridge, but the changes to the flood hazard area boundaries are outside the city limits. At this time the City’s floodplain ordinance needs to be amended to reference the effective date of the Anderson County FIRM map as May 4, 2009 and to correct the effective date of the Roane County maps as September 28, 2007. The City previously adopted the Roane County maps effective September 28, 2007, but two references to the effective date were overlooked and are now being corrected.

Ms. Lever moved to recommend to City Council approval of amending the Zoning Ordinance to (Motion 3)
adopt the updated flood maps provided by FEMA. 

Ms. Koehler seconded the motion, passed 9-0.

Sign Variance Request, Eddie Hair Tire & Auto Center, 798 Oak Ridge Turnpike

Mr. Hair is requesting three variances for his signage at 798 Oak Ridge Turnpike as follows: 1) a request to exceed the maximum size allowed by the ordinance from 80 square feet to 110 square feet; 2) a request to allow a double-faced sign with the surface display areas being more than 24 inches apart and 3) to allow the two signs allowed for corner lots to both be placed on the Turnpike frontage instead of split between the Turnpike and Georgia Avenue. Staff recommended against approval of signage exceeding the maximum size and also recommended against approval of a double-faced sign with the surface display areas being more than 24 inches apart. Staff recommended approval of allowing both of the allowable pole signs to be located on the portion of the property fronting the Oak Ridge Turnpike.  

Mr. Hensley moved to approve the variance request to allow and increase in the allowable sign (Motion 4)
area to 110 square feet due to the visibility hardship caused by landscaping and 


utility structures. 

Dr. Myers seconded the motion, failed 4-5. Agle, Hensley, Koehler and Myers voted in favor of the motion. Callison, Domm, Lever, McMillan and Shelton voted against the motion.

Mr. Hensley moved to approve a double-faced sign with the surface display areas being more than (Motion 5)
24 inches apart due to the visibility hardship caused by landscaping and utility 

structures.

Dr. Myers seconded the motion, passed 5-4. Agle, Callison, Hensley, Koehler and Myers voted in favor of the motion. Domm, Lever, McMillan and Shelton voted against the motion. 

Mr. Agle moved to approve placing the two allowed street signs on the Oak Ridge Turnpike (Motion 6) 
instead of placing one on Georgia Avenue and one on the Oak Ridge Turnpike due
to the visibility hardship caused by landscaping and utility structures.

Ms. Koehler seconded the motion, passed 9-0.

Request for Landscape Alternative, Brewer Enterprises, Parcel 392.03 Brisbane Road

Mr. Brewer has already built three buildings on adjacent parcels that were approved before the current landscape and design ordinance went into effect. This is the last parcel in this row of buildings and Mr. Brewer wishes to develop the site as he developed the previous three sites. Four alternatives are being proposed from the landscape and design requirements in the Zoning Ordinance as follows:

1. Payment in lieu of planting 8 street trees which will require $900.00 to be placed in the Tree 

Bank fund. Staff recommends approval.

2. Provide additional foundation plantings on existing buildings in lieu of a five-foot green strip 

between adjacent lots. The additional foundation plantings will include four shrubs each at 214, 220 and 228 Brisbane Road. Staff recommended approval.

3. In lieu of providing the total number of required canopy site trees, the applicant is proposing to provide $225.00 for deposit in the Tree Bank fund for four canopy trees. Staff recommends approval.

4. The applicant is requesting approval of exterior metal siding to match the existing buildings.

Staff recommends approval.

Mr. Agle moved to approve all four alternatives requested by Mr. Brewer in order to complete the (Motion 7)
development of Mr. Brewer’s four lots as a group in a consistent manner.



Mr. McMillan seconded the motion, passed 9-0.

Subdivision Regulations Amendment; Article V. (2) Surety Instrument

Mr. Hensley moved to approve the amendment to Article V. (2) of the Subdivision Regulations.

(Motion 5 postponed from December 18, 2008)



Ms. Koehler seconded the motion, passed 9-0.

Waterfront Committee Report

Ms. Koehler provided a proposed schedule for the waterfront planning process. Discussion ensued on the scope of the planning area, the timing of TVA involvement and the various dates on the planning calendar.

Mr. Agle moved to approve the proposed waterfront planning schedule with the third public (Motion 8) 
meeting moved to May 7, 2009. 



Ms. Lever seconded the motion, passed, 7-2. Agle, Callison, Domm, Koehler, Lever, 

McMillan and Shelton voted in favor to the motion. Hensley and Myers voted against the 

motion.

Reports from Other Boards

a. City Council actions – Action on the revised Centennial PUD Master Plan was postponed. 

b. Staff Report –  The City is receiving funding for a bike/pedestrian plan. The plan will have a  transportation orientation rather than recreational. There will be a public hearing on the Knoxville area’s mobility plan in April.  
c. EQAB – (C. Agle) – EQAB sponsored a successful environmental forum this month.   

d. TSAB (J. Shelton) – No items to report 

e. Anderson and Roane County Regional Planning Commissions (Staff) –  no items to report  

f. Highland View Redevelopment Advisory Board (Claudia Lever) – No meeting in January.  

Other Items:

Training Hours Report

Ms. Lever moved to approve the report on training hours for 2008.

(Motion 8)




Mr. Hensley seconded the motion, passed 9-0

The meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

  




Respectfully submitted,

Terry Domm, Chairman

Oak Ridge Municipal Planning Commission
