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Minutes, April 23, 2009


Oak Ridge Municipal Planning Commission


Regular Meeting


April 23, 2009

TIME:

7:30 p.m.

PLACE:

Court Room, Municipal Building

PRESENT:
Terry Domm, Chuck Agle, Linda Brown, Kelly Callison, Charlie Hensley, Suzanne Koehler, Claudia Lever, Pat McMillan, Jane Shelton

ABSENT:
Stacy Myers

ALSO 




PRESENT:
Kathryn Baldwin, Kahla Gentry, Steve Byrd, Bryan Mills, Ron Asher, Brian Henry, Tara Asher, Ray Evans, Lawrence Tunnell, John Hutori (The Oak Ridger)

Terry Domm, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

Summary of Action

Approval of Agenda

Discussion of the waterfront plan was added under “Other Items”. “Other Items” was moved before “Reports”.

Approval of Minutes

Ms. Lever moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held March 26, 2009.

(Motion 1)



Mr. Callison seconded the motion, passed 8-0. (Mr. Agle was not present)

Consent Agenda:

Ms. Lever moved that the Consent Agenda be approved as presented.  

(Motion 2)
 



Mr. Hensley seconded the motion, passed 8-0, thereby:

· Approving the April 2009 bond report.

Business Items:

Rezoning 106 Administration Road from O-2, Office to B-2, General Business and Land Use Plan Amendment from O, Office/Institutional to B, General Business

The application is submitted by James Munsey in order to have a pharmacy in addition to the uses currently permitted at 106 Administration Road. An office building is located on the subject property and there is a mix of off-street and on-street parking. 

Staff recommended approval for the following reasons. Although nearby properties are zoned 

O-2, Office, they have uses that are normally within commercial retail zoning districts. These uses include the McDonald’s restaurant, Jim’s Off-Road Center and Apex Office Supply. The subject property is within a commercial area with close proximity to the Oak Ridge Turnpike and there is no nearby residential development. No objections to the rezoning have been received. There was discussion concerning the safety hazard presented by the on-street parking and the potential for a drive-through window was also discussed. The on-street parking is an existing condition, however if there are changes made to the site, the on-street parking could possibly be removed or changed to parallel parking. Mr. Byrd stated that a drive-through window could be installed in compliance with requirements.

Ms. Brown moved to recommend to City Council rezoning 106 Administration Road (Motion 3)
from O-2, Office to B-2, General Business.


Mr. McMillan seconded the motion, passed 8-0. (Mr. Agle was not present.)

Ms. Brown moved to recommend to City Council an amendment of the Land Use Plan  

(Motion 4)
from O, Office/Institutional to B, General Business for 106 Administration Road.


Ms. Lever seconded the motion, passed 8-0. (Mr. Agle was not present.)

Final Plat; Heritage Center Street Right-of-Ways
Staff recommended approval of the final plat subject to correcting an electric easement and the depiction of Burchfield Road on the cover sheet.

Ms. Koehler moved to approve the Heritage Center Phase 1A Street Right-of-Way final plat

(Motion 5)
subject to correcting the electric easement on the west side of Burchfield Road from 60 feet to 30 feet and depicting the right-of-way for Burchfield Road the same as the other street right-of-ways on the cover sheet. 


Mr. Callison seconded the motion, passed 8-0. (Mr. Agle was not present.)

Mr. Callison moved to recommend to City Council acceptance of the streets as depicted on the 

Motion 6)
Heritage Center Phase 1A Street Right-of-Way plat.


Ms. Brown seconded the motion, passed 8-0. (Mr. Agle was not present.)  

Other Items:

Centennial Village PUD: Ms. Baldwin reviewed changes that had been made to the Centennial 

Village PUD. These changes were made in response to concerns by surrounding residents and 

Council members, primarily in relation to grading and removal of vegetation. Additional notes 

have been added regarding the prohibition of any grubbing or grading until preliminary plat or site 

plan approval, preserving existing vegetation and the replacement of trees in areas that will be 

cleared. 

Form Based Coding:  During Development Forum discussions concerning possible plans for improvement and redevelopment of older neighborhood shopping centers, it has been suggested that the City consider the use of form based coding. This type of code allows appearance and context to be part of the review and approval process. This is seen as an important aspect of planning for appropriate infill development and redevelopment that could include mixed commercial and residential uses. Rather than having a Planning Commission sub-committee to explore the possibilities of form based coding, the Commissioners thought it would be better to have all Commissioners involved. 

Mr. Hensley moved to schedule a workshop session on form based coding. 

(Motion 7)





Mr. Callison seconded the motion, passed 8-0. (Mr. Agle was not present)

Waterfront Planning: (Mr. Agle arrived during discussion of the waterfront) Ms. Shelton stated that she thought the preliminary waterfront plan did not accurately reflect the input from the public or the discussions of the Planning Commission’s committee. Ms. Shelton felt that new things were added, such as the sculptures, the location of items were moved, minor elements were expanded upon and important elements disappeared or were diminished.  Mr. Hensley stated that there are still additional meetings for the public to respond to the preliminary plan. Ms. Koehler and Ms. Baldwin stated that they thought the plan was reflective of the input received thus far. The intent of the preliminary plan is to present in a graphical format the input received thus far, to encourage further discussion and input. Mr. Hensley suggested that in presenting the plan, there should be a demonstration of how the plan evolved from the public input. 

Mr. Domm stated his appreciation for the committee’s work. In responding to the preliminary plan he was favorable towards the removal of parking in the marina area and the pedestrian bridge. However, he wasn’t in favor of the pavilion for rent being located in the heavily used public area, the development of an ampitheater, or the rentention of a marina at its current location.

The preliminary waterfront plan will be available for viewing and comment at the Earth Day event in Bissell Park on Saturday. 

Reports from Other Boards

a. City Council actions – Council is considering whether to contract with the Chamber of one year or three years. EQAB sent a letter to Council concerning the design of State Route 95. The width is changing from 136 feet to 160 feet due to a 48-foot wide median that provides permeable storm drainage. The increased width is seen as having a negative impact on adjoining residential properties.    

b. Staff Report – no items to report

c. EQAB  - 
EQAB held a workshop with City Council on the input received from the public at the “Green Summit”.   

d. TSAB  – No items to report 

e. Anderson and Roane County Regional Planning Commissions  – A resubdivision of commercially zoned property was approved near Oliver Springs.   

f. Highland View Redevelopment Advisory Board  – The Board participated in a tour of Highland View, seeing improvements that have occurred and properties where improvements are needed.    

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

  




Respectfully submitted,

Terry Domm, Chairman

Oak Ridge Municipal Planning Commission
