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July 23, 2009
Minutes

A P P R O V E D

Oak Ridge Municipal Planning Commission


Regular Meeting


July 23, 2009

TIME:

7:30 p.m.

PLACE:

Court Room, Municipal Building

PRESENT:
Terry Domm, Linda Brown, Kelly Callison, Charlie Hensley, Suzanne Koehler, Claudia Lever, Pat McMillan, Stacy Myers, Jane Shelton

ABSENT:
Chuck Agle

ALSO 




PRESENT:
Kahla Gentry, Michael and Paula Morton, Suzanne McGee, Sandy Weathersbee, Ben Adams, Fenton White, John Chilton, Jeff Deardorff

Terry Domm, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

Summary of Action

Approval of Agenda

There were no changes to the agenda.

Approval of Minutes

Ms. Lever moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held June 25, 2009

(Motion 1)
corrected to show that Ms. Koehler was present.



Dr. Myers seconded the motion, passed 9-0.

Consent Agenda:

Dr. Myers moved that the Consent Agenda be approved as presented.  

(Motion 2)
 



Ms. Koehler seconded the motion, passed 9-0, thereby:

· Approving the July 2009 bond report

· Approving the plat of correction for Oak Ridge Baptist Church, 1451 Bethel Valley Road

· Approving the plat of correction for the New Hope Center, Scarboro Road

· Approving the Roane County FEMA Flood Map update

Business Items:

Site Plan; Covenant Presbyterian Church; 3000 Clearview Court

Two alternatives are being requested as follows:

1. Street trees along Clearview Court, Bethel Valley Road, Illinois Avenue, and Commerce Park Drive: the applicant proposes treating the existing vegetation toward the street tree requirement. On Clearview Court the applicant will plant two additional Tulip Poplar trees in addition to the existing Tulip Poplar trees.


2. The applicant proposes moving the Open Space Buffer Zone as shown on the site plan.


Staff recommends approval of alternative #1, allowing existing vegetation to meet the street tree requirement with the addition of two Tulip Poplar trees on Clearview Court.

Staff recommends keeping the Open Space Buffer Zone as shown on the PUD plan, but allowing only the amount of clearing and grading necessary to install the detention basin and associated drainage structures within the Open Space Buffer Zone.

Staff recommends approval of the site plan received July 16, 2009 subject to the following comments:

Planning Division

1.
Need to include the zoning of the adjacent properties.

2.
Landscaping:  On Sheet L1.1, some of the numbers shown in the legend do not match the numbers as shown. Will need to clarify these differences. Need to show location of existing street trees along Clearview Court and the proposed Tulip Poplar trees.

3.
Signage:  Per Section 14.10 of the Zoning Ordinance, the ground signs are not to exceed 32 square feet and can be no higher than eight (8) feet in height.  The details for the proposed sign show that the sign exceeds the maximum size allowed.  Please be advised that the sign requires a sign permit.

4.
Buffer areas must be clearly delineated on the site plan.  No grading shall be allowed within these buffer areas (unless the Planning Commission allows the detention basin and associated drainage structures within the buffer area) and limitations of grading shall be clearly marked in the field prior to the issuance of the grading permit.  This needs to be added as a note on Sheet C3.2.

Public Works

1. Revise the plan sheets that are applicable to show five feet of separation between the 6-inch water line and the 2-inch water and the other 6-inch water line.  This is in the area where the lines are the ones that will be dedicated to the city. 

Electric Department

1.
Due to the location of a three phase primary underground electric in a duct bank the entrance will need to be redesigned to avoid the electrical infrastructure.

2.
Maintain a minimum 5 ft. clearance between the existing primary underground electric and the proposed sign. CORED will not approve trees or shrubs in the 10 ft. underground electric easement including a 7.5 ft minimum clearance on all sides of the switchgear. 

Dr. Myers moved to approve the Covenant Presbyterian Church site plan with 

(Motion 3)
the two alternatives as requested by the applicant and subject to resolution of 

staff comments.
  



Motion died for lack of a second.

Mr. Hensley moved to approve the Covenant Presbyterian Church site plan subject to

(Motion 4)
resolution of staff comments, approving alternative number one regarding

street trees but changing the second requested alternative by not changing the boundary of the designated open space, but allowing grading for the required drainage structures, ditches and detention basin within the designated open space area.

Mr. Callison seconded the motion, passed 9-0.

PUD Final Master Plan; Centennial Village Apartments on Edgemoor Road

Staff recommended approval subject to the number of units noted in the Land Use and Density Summary Chart matching the number of units listed in Note #5 as the number of units in the plan.

Mr. Callison moved to approve the PUD Final Master Plan for the Centennial Village (Motion 5)
Apartments subject to the notes on the plan showing the same number of 

total units.

Ms. Brown seconded the motion, passed 9-0.

Rezoning; ED-5, Heritage Center, from F.I.R to IND-2

Parcel ED-5 has been transferred to private ownership and F.I.R. zoning in no longer appropriate. The proposed use is industrial, consistent with the existing surrounding uses. Staff recommended approval of the rezoning.

Ms. Brown moved to recommend to City Council approval of rezoning Parcel ED-5 in 

(Motion 6)
Heritage Center from F.I.R. to IND-2.



Ms. Lever seconded the motion, passed 9-0.

Rezoning and Land Use Plan Amendment; Parcel 3.00, Anderson County Tax Map 100B, Group A, Oak Ridge Turnpike

The subject property is a 4.6 acre undeveloped parcel, located between Laboratory Road and Administration Road, with frontage on the Oak Ridge Turnpike. The applicant is requesting rezoning from O-2, Office to UB-2, Unified General Business. The parcel is further described as being in front of the D.O.E. administration building and across the Oak Ridge Turnpike from Jackson Plaza. The applicant has stated that although there are no development plans at this time, the UB-2 zone is seen as more appropriate for the subject property because of the location on the Turnpike and near the hospital and other retail/commercial uses. 

Abutting the subject parcel on the east is a medical building, on the south is the federal office building and on the west is a 4.66 acre undeveloped parcel. The abutting property is zoned O-2, Office. Across the Turnpike from the subject property is Jackson Plaza and a strip commercial center zoned B-2 and UB-2. The area is generally commercial in nature without residential development in close proximity to the property proposed for rezoning.  The office zoning districts and the business zoning districts all allow closely related commercial uses. Although the adjoining property is zoned O-2, staff feels that expanding the uses available to the property by rezoning increases the potential for development, and the office and retail uses allowable in the UB-2 zoning district are compatible with the existing development within the area. Staff recommended approval of the Land Use Plan amendment from O to B and the requested rezoning from O-2, Office to UB-2, Unified General Business.

Dr. Myers moved to recommend to City Council approval of rezoning Parcel 3, Tax

(Motion 6)
Map 100B, Group A from O-2 to UB-2 and amending the Land Use Plan 

from O, Office to B, General Business.



Ms. Koehler seconded the motion, passed 8-1.

Ms. Shelton voted against the motion because she felt that some of the uses allowed in the UB-2 district are not appropriate where the subject parcel is located.

Zoning Ordinance Amendments
The zoning ordinance amendments recommended by staff are attached and part of the minutes. 

Ms. Koehler moved to recommend to City Council approval of the amendments 

(Motion 7)
recommended by staff numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10 and 11. 



Dr. Myers seconded the motion, passed 9-0

Mr. Hensley moved to recommend to City Council approval of amending Section 13.02

(Motion 8)
(f) Landscape, which would exclude industrial zone districts from the 

requirement of having foundation plantings on all sides of a building visible from the street, as recommended by staff.

Mr. Callison seconded the motion, failed 1-8. Mr. McMillan voted in favor the motion. 

Ms. Lever moved to recommend to City Council approval of amending Section 14.06

(Motion 9)
Signs Allowed in All Districts, concerning real estate marketing signs and subdivision off-site directional signs, as recommended by staff with the addition of  allowing subdivision off-site directional signs on private property with written approval of the property owner. 


Dr. Myers seconded the motion. Motion passed as amended 7-2. Agle, Brown, Callison, Hensley, Lever, McMillan, and Myers voted in favor of the motion. Domm and Shelton voted against the motion.   

Ms. Lever moved to amend Motion 9 by limiting the size of subdivision off-site directional

(Motion 10)
signs to 16 square feet in area. 


Ms. Shelton seconded the motion, failed 4-5. Brown, Domm, Lever and Shelton voted in favor. Agle, Calllison, Hensley, McMillan and Myers voted against the motion.

Mr. Callison moved to amend Motion 9 by allowing subdivision off-site directional signs on 

(Motion 11)
with written approval by the owner. 


Dr. Myers seconded the motion, passed 6-3. Agle, Brown, Callison, Hensley, McMillan and Myers voted in favor of the motion. Domm, Lever and Shelton voted against the motion. 

Reports from Other Boards

a. City Council actions – City Council voted to support TDOT options 2 and 3, including redesign of the typical section and other mitigation measures, for the State Route 95 project.

b. Staff Report – no items to report

c. EQAB  - 
no items to report  

d. TSAB  – no quorum for a meeting on an access for a new Holiday Inn on Tulsa Road. 

e. Anderson and Roane County Regional Planning Commissions  – No items to report   

f. Highland View Redevelopment Advisory Board  – The Board is considering uses for the $237,500 grant for Highland View redevelopment. Recommendations are for removing blighted structures and assisting homeowners with housing repairs.
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

  




Respectfully submitted,

Terry Domm, Chairman

Oak Ridge Municipal Planning Commission
