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Oak Ridge Municipal Planning Commission

Regular Meeting
June 24, 2010
TIME: . 5:30 p.m.
PLACE: Training Room, Municipal Building
PRESENT: Terry Domm, Chuck Agle, Lauren Bﬂoski, Linda Brown, Kelly Callison,
Charlie Hensley, Claudia Lever, Austin Lance, Jane Shelton
ABSENT: Pat McMillan
ALSO |
PRESENT: Kathryn Baldwin, Kahla Gentry, Steve Mead

Terry Domm, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm

Summary of Action

Approval of Agenda -
Ms. Lever moved to add abandonment of R.O.W. between Sanford Road and Rand Circle after

(Motion 1) item 5. (b) and campaign signs under Other Items.

Mzr. Hensley seconded the motion, passed 8-0. Ms. Brown was not presept

Approval of Minutes
Ms. Lever moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held May 27, 2010

(Motion 2)  as presented.

Mr. Hensley seconded the motion, passed 8-0. Ms. Brown was not present.

Consent Agenda:
The consent agenda was approved by unanimous vote thereby:
e Recommending to City Council the acceptance of Phase 1A roadways n

ETTP
e« Recommending to City Councﬂ acceptance of the Oak Ridge Summit

infrastructure
e Approving June 2010 bond report

Business Items:

Request to Abandon Berkley Road ROW and a portion of Wilberforce Avenue ROW

Oak Valley Baptist Church has submitted a request to the City to abandon the right-of way for Berkley
Road and to abandon the right-of way for a portion of Wilberforce Avenue that borders the church
property on the north. As stated in the letter received from the church, these roadway sections have not
been fully completed, utilized or maintained by the city. If Oak Valley Baptist Church wishes to combine
their property for church expansion, with access on Hampton Road, then the Berkley Road right-of-way
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and the portion of the Wilberforce Avenue right-of-way bordering their property will become
unnecessary. Before abandoning the right-of-way, Oak Valley Baptist Church will need to replat their
property by removing the parcels that don’t have frontage on Hampton Road. As part of the process, city
staff will inform the owners of Groves Park Commons and the owner of Parcel 394.04, (properties also
fronting on the right-of-ways proposed for abandonment) of the request. Owners of property abutting
abandoned right-of-way have the option of accepting half of the right-of-way as their property or
declining and having the full right-of-way combined with the property on one side. Staff recommended
approval of the request subJ ect to resubdivision of the property.

Mr. Agle moved to recommend to City Council abandoning the ROW for Berkely Road
(Motion 3) and a portion of the ROW for Wilberforce Avenue subject to a resubdivision
plat providing all parcels with road frontage.

Ms. Lever seconded the motion, passed 8-0. Ms. Brown was not present.

Request to Abandon S. Florida Avenue ROW

R&R Properties has submitted a request to the City to abandon the mght—of-way for South Florida
Avenue. As in the previous request, this roadway section has never been fully completed, utilized or
maintained by the City. Fairbanks Avenue serves as the north — south connector in this area. Extension
and use of the roadway section proposed for abandonment is not planned because it closely parallels
Fairbanks Avenue, it would require a creek crossing, and it would bisect the Jefferson Middle School
property. R&R Properties owns the properties on both sides of the right-of way proposed for
abandonment. A permanent access easement will need to be recorded for access to Parcel 585.07 before
abandonment of the easement. City staff recommended approval of the request subject to the provision of

an access easement for Parcel 585.07

Mr. Callison moved to recommend to City Council approval of abandoning the ROW
(Motion 4) for S. Florida Avenue subject to an access easement being provided for
Parcel 585.07.

Mr. Hensley seconded the motion, passed 8-0. Ms. Brown was not present

Request to Abandon ROW between Sanford Road and Rand Circle

This area has been developed, however the right of way between Rand Circle and Sanford Road has
never been utilized for a street. Staff does not see a need for the right of way to be used or reserved for
future use because it does not serve to improve connectivity and is not needed to serve future
development. Staff recommended approval of the request to abandon the right of way.

Ms. Lever moved to recommend to City Council abandonment of the ROW between
(Motion 5) Sanford Road and Rand Circle.

Mr. Hensley seconded the motion, passed 8-0. Ms. Brown was not present,

Other Items

Campaign Signs

(Ms. Brown was present) Ms. Biloski recommended having a fine for illegal signs. The
recommendation did not have support from the majority of the Planning Commission. Mr. Steve
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Mead, a current candidate for public office, addressed the Planning Commission concerning
some criticism he had with the letter sent by the Community Development office on the
placement of political signs. He felt the letter was inadequate because it refers to arterial streets,
but does not identify which streets are classified as arterials. In addition staff has been enforcing
the removal of signs within 25 feet of an intersection for sight distance safety, but this
requirement is not included in the letter sent to candidates. It was agreed that in the future the
letter sent to candidates to inform them of sign regulations would include identification of arterial
roads and information on the 25 foot setback distance at intersections to avoid blocking sight.

Reports from Other Boards
a. City Council actions — no items to report
b. Staff Report — Housing will be discussed at the July 8" policy work session
There will be a Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan meeting in August
The Climate Action Plan is nearing completion
EQAB — No items to report
TSAB — No meeting
Anderson and Roane County Planning Commissions — no items to report
Highland View Redevelopment Advisory Board — There are two vacancies on the Board
that need to be filled. v
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The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

mfg[g
omm, Chairman
Oak Ridge Municipal Planning Commission




 

